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original committee amendment.

introduced and I was a c ritic of the first two or th ree
proposals brought back to us by the Ak-Sar-Ben group. F inal l y ,
at the very ~nd, it did seem to me that a c ase h a d be e n ma d e
that Ak-Sar-Ben was in need of some assistance, that the other
tracks as well benefited by the package, that it was g oo d f o r
the horse-racing industry in this state and that this maj or
tourist attraction needed a reduction in its tax to continue to
operate, to continue to improve and to retain a competitive
place in the marketplace of gambling that's developing in the
Middle West. I support the committee amendments as originally
adopted and oppose the Chambers amendment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator P e t e r s on , o n t he Chambers
a mendment. Th a n k y o u . Senator L abedz . Sen a t o r Ro d J o hnson .

SENATOR R . J O HNSON: Mr. President and members, I oppose the
Chambers amendment and would support the committee amendments as
presented by Senator Hall. Y ou know, t h e h o r s e - r a c i n g i ndust r y
is a multimillion dollar industry and rather than beat around
the bush I will get right to the point. Senator Schmit has
often referred to a senator who said that this horse-racing
industry is not a ga mbling industry, it's an agricultural
industry. Well, that was my statement about five years ago and,
quite frankly, it is an industry that we depend upon. I have a
number of horse breeders in my district, a number of folks who
raise horses for the thoroughbred industry and they do consume a
lot of oats, and cor n, and grain, and alfalfa, and st r aw an d
that is important to us in the production agricultural area. I
will be honest with you, if you could make a video slot machine
or a pickle card machine that it can. ..I can stuff alfalfa or
oats into, I would probably support that industry just as much.
But, but it is important, both from the tourism standpoin t an d
the agriculture standpoint. It makes a big impact, just ask the
folks in Grand Island right now as the Former Park season is
going on right at this moment and the impact of dol lars that
that industry brings, not just to t he track b ut t o t h e
communities in which they' re located, where th o se t r ac k s ar e at .
And so if we can do something to help the industry survive, even
though we realize it's having its tough time of surviving, if we
can do something to help them, I think it benefits the entire
state . So I would oppose Ernie's amendment and support the

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall, please, on t he Cham ber s
amendment.
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