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i ntroduced and I was a criticof the first two or three
proposal s brought back to us by the Ak-Sar-Ben group. pgipgjly
at the very ~nd, it did seemto ne that a case had been made
that Ak-Sar-Ben was in need of sone assistance, that the other
tracks as well benefited by the package, that it was good for
the horse-racing industry in this state and that thismj or
tourist attraction needed a reduction in its tax to continue o
operate, to continue to improve and to retain a conpetitive
Rﬂlace in the marketplace of gambling that's developing in the
ddl e West. | support the commttee amendnments as originally
adopt ed and oppose the Chanbers anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Peterson, on the Chambers
amendment. Thank you. Senator Labedz. Senator RodJohnson.

SENATOR R.  JOHNSON: M. President and members, | oppose the
Chanbers anendnent and woul d support the commttee amendnents as
presented by Senator Hall. Youknow, the horse-racing industr
is a multimllion dollar industry and rather than beat aroﬁnd
the bush | will get right to the point. Senator Schmit has
often referred to a senator who said that this horse-racing
i ndustry is not a gambling industry, it's an agricul tural
i ndustry. Well, that was ny statenent about five years ago and,
quite frankly, it is an industry that we depend upon. | have a
nunber of horse breeders in ny district, 5 nunber of fol ks who
rai se horses for the thoroughbred industry and they do consune a
ot of oats, and con, and grain, and alfalfa, andstraw and
that is inportant to us in the production agricultural area. |
will be honest with you, if you could make a video sl ot machine
or a pickle card machine that it can. | can stuff alfalfa or
oats into, | would probably support that industry just as nucl(w).
But, but it is inportant, both fromthe tourism standpoint and
the agriculture standpoint. |t nakes a big inpact, just ask the
folks in Grand Island right now as the Former Park season is
gOi ng_On rlght at t his moment and the in"pact of dol | ars t hat
that industry brings, not just to the track but to the
conmuni ties in which they' re [ocated, where those tr acks are at.
And so if we can do sonething to help the industry survive, gayen
though we realize it's having its tough time of surviving, ifewe
can do sonething to help them | think it penefits the entire
state. So | would oppose Ernie's amendnent and support the
original commttee anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall, please, on the Chambers
amendment.
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