
M arch 27, 1 9 90 LB 1055

S ENATOR HALL: O k a y .

PRESIDENT: And 9 , which is emergency clause. So now we' re
talking about the bingo tax, which is Section 4. Senator Hall ,
did you wish to speak further about that particular portion,

. . .

SENATOR HALL: S ur e .

PRESIDENT: ...at this time?

SENATOR HALL: Why not . Thank you, Nr. President and members.
Again, this is the section, as has been pointed out, deals with
the bingo. I would urge you to take a look at page 4, again,
the bingo history aspect of that handout that you h ave b e f o r e
you. All we do in this is take 2 percent of the tax away from
the cities. It sounds onerous when you say we' re going to take
a taxing base away from the local subdivisions of government.
But really outside of the City of Omaha, t he C i t y of Li nco l n ,
you' re t a l k i ng approximately about $100,000 that is spread out
across the remainder of the state. It is not a lar ge dolla r
item for any of the cities. And the argument has a l ways
traditionally been that, but it's $3,000, or it's $1,500 that we
d epend on i n ou r b u dgets . And, ladies and gentlemen, I w o u l d
argue that it is a ta x that is unfair. It is a tax that the
cities or the counties do nothing to achieve. When it was
originally put into place they di d, t hey wo r k ed v e ry h a r d ,
basically they functioned as the Revenue Department because they
collected the tax. That no longer is the case, t hat no l onge r
is the case. And the only people that suffer from this tax are
those local charities, those schools, those parishes, those fire
departments, the local elderly groups that run a bingo in order
to ra i se f und s so that they can operate their not for profit
organizations, but yet they pay the highest tax in t he c o u n t r y
for that privilege, and that's a 10 percent tax 4 percent of
which, 4 0 p e r c ent , w h i c h g oes to the local entities who do
a bsolutel y not h i n g in terms of regulation and oversight. They
don't any longer collect that tax and send it to the Department
of Revenue. Now, we have talked about this issue for a t l e a s t
six years, six different terms that I have b ee n her e , and I
think that it is im portant that we allow these charities to
continue to keep those funds in the form of 2 percent. Doesn' t
s ound like a lo t when you' re talking about less than half a
million dollars. We offer amendments to the budget bill of that
amount and don't think twice about it when they' re a dopted an d
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