
M arch 27 , 1 9 9 0 LR 11

s outhern en d, ev en w i t h K a n s as . S ame way on t h e e a s t e r n e n d .
There isn't a s urrounding state that has to operate under the
kinds of constitutional restrictions that our communities in
Nebraska have to operate under and I haven't seen any of them
suffering devastating results from t he lack of th e k ind o f
language that we' re trying to take out of our Constitution and I
think, in f act, it has probably served those states better and
it's obvious that it's hurt i n g u s . So I think that your
arguments simply don't hold water if you' ve been out thereand
talked to these communities. This i sn ' t g o i n g t o b rin g abou t
any acrimony. The re is already a very fierce competition out
there, fierce competition for things like community development
block grants. The argument of equity I just. ..I can't make that
mesh b e c a us e wh a t you ' r e really saying is it 's okay to do
certain kinds of initiatives if they happen t o wor k , i f y ou
happen to have the ability to do them in the metropolitan areas
but it's not okay to give small communities an opportunity to
determine their own destiny and, in fact, to determine whether
they are even going to go there. You have t o l ook a r o und at
some of the kinds of initiatives that we have al lowed t o h a ppen
in this state primarily to benefit the la r g er ci t i es i n t h e
s ta te .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SFNATOR SCOFIELD: And I'm going to.. . I ' l l pu t my l i gh t b a c k on
and talk about this later. But, for instance, you were here in
1978, you were here in 1982 when we did tax increment financing.
I would wonder how some of the opponents in this body,o f t h i s
measure, voted on that issue. That mainly benefitted L inco l n
and Omaha. That was how the Cornhusker Hotel was built. For
those of you who don't know how that works, you take. . .you t ake
the tax...the taxes of that building or project or whatever it
is off th~ tax base and then incrementally put it back on. Nany
of the initiatives that we' re putting in here directly benefit
urban areas in this state. I'm suggesting that if you want to
see t he Cor n h u sker Hotel continue to b e f i l l ed wi t h
conventioneers, if you want to continue tosee these little
towns that come in here f o r , d oe sn ' t matter whether it' s
wrestling matches or basketball matches or whatever.

. .

PRESIDENT: T i me .

SENATOR SCOFIELD: ...then we'd better take some serious steps
to make sure those communities are out there because if we don' t
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