
Narch 22, 1 9 9 0 LB 799

support Senator Lindsay's amendment to LB 799. The.. . and gust
to clarify a li ttle bit, I think, Senator Beyer's opening
statement because I was one of the individuals who d i s c u ssed
this bill on General File and as well as Senator Lindsay and
Senator Wesely because 799 is a radical change from a p r o posal
that was passed, the implied consent issue that we dealt with
just last year, and Senator Wesely and I, al on g wi t h ot h e r s ,
worked e xt r e mel y hard on that. What 799 does is totally
restructure all of that and the single purpose for d oing t h at ,
the single purpose for doing that because if you talked to Fred
Zwonechek, h e w i l l t e l l you that the change in t he l aw i s
working extremely well and Senator Wesely will attest to that as
well. But the single purpose for changing the law that we
currently have in place i s w h a t Sen at o r Beye r c ont i nue s t o
reference is approximately h al f a mi l l i on d o l l ar s i n f ede r a l
funds that are required to be used and solely used f or a l coh o l
and drug e d u c a t i o n . Now that is a very fine purpose, ladies and
gentlemen, and I a m one of the proponents of that here on the
floor and when we deal with the budget year in and year nut, but
the fact of the matter is, is we have a system that currently is
working. It does not allow for the automatic revocation o r i n
other words, guilty until proven innocent, which is what this
b al l b e c omes . I t says you' re guilty until you' re proven
innocent, not the o ther way around which tends to be the way
we' ve always treated any other crime. And because we d o n ' t h av e
an automatic revocation provision in ou r l aw, we are n ot
~ligible for these funds. Now, is there any guarantee that the
funds are going to come down? I don ' t know. Th ey ' r e t he r e
right now and I...you know, the more funds that are available
for this type of a purpose, the better, but at what cost t o us
as a state? I mean, what we are doing here is we are abdicating
our l eg i sl at i v e authority to the fe deral government in this
case, an agency of the government, the Department of N otor
Vehicles, who says that in order to be eligible for these types
of funds you have to have these certain laws in place. Now that
happens from time to time, but in no case has it ever b een p u t
i nt o p l ac e , h as Department of Transportation ever said or any
other agency that I can think of that you have to have a guilty
until proven innocent law put in place in order to get funds.
And at that po nt in time, ladies and gentlemen, t hose d o l l ar s
that flow from the states to the federal government I think
b ecome t oo exp e n s i v e t o a cc e p t an d Sen at o r Beyer t h i n k s
otherwise and that's really all that this boils down to. What
price are you willing to pay, how f a r a r e you willing to
bastard i z e your system in order to accept $500,000 in federal
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