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give my point of' view on this. I wish I could say that the
Franklin Committee is going to be able to...that something is
going to come out or there is going to be prosecution of certain
of these cases. I wish I was able to do that and b e ab l e t o
tell you that through our work we' re going to be able to
accomplish that. But I can't assure that. The one thing I a m
sure of is had not the Franklin Committee been formed,and had
not the Franklin Committee pursued this case nothing would have
h appened, abs o l u t e l y nothing. And I t hink Senator Chambers
characterizes very well, you know, under the best scenario of it
was negligence on the part of many of the people w ho a r e
s upposed t o pr osecu t e t hese ca ses an d d e l v e i nt o t h e
investigation of these cases. That's the best scenario that is
out there. The worse scenario that is out there is that they
deliberately did that, that they deliberately did not follow up
on the material that was available to them. So I t h i n k t h at I
have some problems with this legislation, to be very frank with
you. I am not a per son that particularly cares to offer
legislation in a reactive mode, to react to one p articular
situation and offer legislation to try and de al with that
particular situation. I would much rather have pro-active kind
of legislation, that we deal with things in advance. But, i n
this case, I have to say that my bottom line in t hi s c as e , i s
that th Franklin issue is so important to us as a Legislature,
and so important to Nebraska as a state that I think we need to
do this legislation. But I also think that we need to be very
wary, as we do this kind of legislation, looking to t he f ut u r e
to see what kind of consequences this might have that are
unforeseen as we do t h i s . And once the Franklin thing is over,
we need to rea ssess and say is this something that we want to
remain in our statutes, or is there the possibility of mischief
with this kind of thing? I think that what the Franklin case
has done is it has offered an opportunity in this state to take
a look at child and sexual abuse as we have never done in the
past, and that I think some people have been afraid to do. And
I know that as. a member of that committee I have learned so much
about this issue and so much about how hard it is to prosecute
those kinds of cases, how difficult it is for atto rney s t o d o
that. And I think that as more and more of us become aware of
that, and as the public becomes aware of that, we are go i ng t o
do the kinds of things statutorily that are going to make it so
that we can prosecute those cases. Whether this is the r igh t
thing to do, I'm not sure. But I certainly would urge the body
to advance this bill and to go forward with this, b ecause I
think the work of the Franklin committee needs to go forward. I
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