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CLERK; 33 ayes, 0 nays, M. President, on adoption of the
conmi ttee anendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendnents are adopted. T3 the

bill itself, Senator Schmit, would you like to open, please.
SENATOR SCHMI T: Yes, M. President. The conmittee amendnments,
as you know, are the bill. | want to echo what Senator C zek
has said. | wish that the conmttee could have reported bac
this Legislature and said that we have conducted an
investigation and we have found no evidence of " yongdoing and
we have found no need for further work of the cohmttee, ang
that the systemis working, and that, therefore, wewil | not
have to introduce any additional Iegislation or ask for the
conmittee work to be continued. Unfortunately and tragically
that is not true. You have heard other witnesses., other
legislators here testify as to the necessity for thi
| egi sl ation. | have had numerous contacts, too many to count

from individuals, sone...nost of whomsupport the

commttee, a few who have been extrenmely critical ofwothe work oF
the commttee and this Leg| sl ature. We have been accused and | ,
personally , have been accused of turning the City of Omha
upsi de down, of challenging some of the fjnest people in the
City of Omaha. Ladi es and gentlenen, without referring to any
specific information the conmittee has devel oped, | want to say
that the committee only developed information. The information
we devel oped we turned over to the proper authorities. wswil |
continue to do that just as it is developed. The committee, nor

nysel f....The comm ttee, in gener al nor nyse| f persona| | y does
not have the option, does not have t he opportunity to |aunder or
to del ete any of the information that we devel op. |t been

explained to us very precisely and definitely that thehew dence
whi ch we develop is not for us to judge, it is for us to deliver
to the proper authorities, and let those individuals proceed
from that point. We are concerned, frankly,that perhaps some
of the evidence which we develop may not be given proper
credence in certain gareas, and if so the committee will then
decide what, if any, further action needs to be taken. pg,; the
comittee has acted properly and responsibly. \yehave acted, |
believe, with circumspect and discrete and al nost totally
deference...total deference o the protection of individuals,
and we hope that that will be reflected in the work of those
grand juries which are now convening. The conmittee did not and
was not organi zed to keep from prosecution anyone who m ght have
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