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n ot so meone w a n t s to prosecute certain i ndiv i dua l s . Had
investigations proceeded as we would normally expect them to
have proceeded, it is very likely that charges would h ave b e e n
filed months ago in some instances,and certainly convictions
would hav~ been easier to come by. I am conc er ne d , and I
believe there are others on this floor, particularly those who
have legal training, who are concerned about the ability to
prove a ca s e wh i c h i s year s o l d . The oth er c on c e rn t h a t we all
h ave, o f c ou r se , i s one i n w h i c h we re cog n i z e t hat t h e
perpetration of a crime on a very young child may not even be
known to be a crime at the time in the eyes of the child.
Furthermore, the overwhelming evidence that we have seen thus
far indicates that the victims were made to feel that they were
the ones that were guilty, and that they, in fact, were t h e o n e s
who were involved in the criminal act,and that they shared at
least the guilt, if not bore the preponderance of the guilt for
the commission of the crime. How do you conv ince a y o ung c h i l d ,
be t h e y 8 , 10 or y oung e r , older, that they were, in fact, not
guilty of a crime when an adult consistently and persistently
and sometimes perhaps an adult with some authority insists that
the individual child, m inor , you n g pe r so n is in fact a
collaborator, a cooperator, and in fact maybe even a perpetrator
or instigator of the act'? We are all concerned on this floor, I
am sure, equally about protection o f y o un g peo p l e . I am
concerned, as the evidence unfolds that comes to the committee,
and a s t he pho ne c al l s and the visits come to me, about t he
depth and breadth of this kind of activity being perpetrated
a gainst y ou n g peo p l e in this state and in other states. I am
concerned, as Senator Chambers has indicated, a bout add r es s i n g a
specific problem with this legislation, or in fact t rying to
make it retroactive. But, as Senator Pirsch has pointed out,
t hi s l e g i sl at i o n i s no t j u st d i r e ct e d a t t he victims allegedly
of the Franklin situation, but as it applies to all of the young
people in the State of Nebraska. I do not know yet at this time
what course the p rosecution will take. I am as concerned, a s
all of you are, about the fact that the principal i nvo l ve d i n
Franklin is now apparently going to be found incompetent to
stand trial. If that occurs, then what happens next? How many
other witnesses will remain silent? I a m c oncerned, v e r y
f rank l y , . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: . ..about the treatment that has b een af f or d e d
some of the victims of the crimes, which I a m su r e i s t end i n g t o
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