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SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WESELY: .to step in and deal with that problem to
supersede the fail ures of the county attorney systemthat we may
have left after we make the changes proposed in this bill.

'S0 we have a checkandbalance. W have the abi lity of the
county attorney to intercede but, if they do not, g have the
ability of the Attorney CGeneral to step in. and | think that is

absolutely necessary. | passed out for you also figures, gnce
agai n, on child abuse and neglect. This bill goes beyond child
abuse and neglect and deals with other mattersS, as well, crimes
agai nst children. But, i fyou | ook at that again, it's a

horribl e thOUght to th| nk t hat t here are over 7 000 cases
i nvestigated of child abuse and neglect, andvyou know that there

are many nore cases, because not every one of themis brought to
the attention of authorities. But 7’ 500 cases i nvesti gat ed’
over 4,000 substantiated, over 7,000 or right around 7,000
children involved with abuse in this state on g vyearly basis,

every year 7,000 children abused in Nebraska, we've got™ to stop
that.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Time.
SENATOR WESELY: This bill will help.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Pirsch, please, followed p S t
NcFarland and Labedz. y enators

SENATOR PIRSCH: ank you, Nr. Speakerand coIIeagues The
Judi ciary Committee dld Iook I ong and hard. uppermo |n
their m nd was the acknow edgenent that what we do Ig)epr f

for children victins of the state, not |ust necessar||y the
Franklin victins. And Senato Schmit gave ne credit for Jenny
Robak's bill, which | did co-sponsor, which did away with
corroboration, which we' ve tried to do for years. Buytyou know

the courts did away with it first. W were the last state to do
that, the last state to accept that, that witnesses or
victims didn't particularly need another witness, particul aral y
in those kinds of circunstances. Butthe courts had recognized
that first. And often I' ve been frustrated at the sl owness,
sonetimes, of this pody to acknowledge that victims, and
Bartlcul arly children victins, do need attention. Franklin has

rought some realities to Ilght These are not new serious

crimes which have suddenly been discovered in Nebraska. These
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