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individuals, the young children sent back to be further abused.
And it happens...if it happens once it happens too often, but it
happens time and again in this state. We have to stop this
cycle. We have to stop this incredible intolerable situation
from continuing. I don't know that we have all the solutions
obviously in this bill, as I said, but we certainly go a l o n g
way from where we are right now in helping the problem. The
introduction of the bill, LB 886, this year with Senator Schmit,
and then last year I had another piece of legislation very
similar, indicated the frustrations with the county attorneys
and the county attorney system not prosecuting, not following
through, not helping these abused children. A nd we found t h a t
that wasn' t, of course, universal. Eve ry county did n ot h av
this problem. B u t much of the...many of the counties had some
difficulty. It wasn't always their fault, it was a situation
w here w e h ave und e r p a i d , o verworked count y a t t or n e y s . They
don't have the training, they don't have the salaries to put the
time in, and they don't have the background in this area. And
we found that they simply were unable to r espond t o t h i s
particular problem. And, frankly, they' re having a difficulty
r esponding t o many other problems as w ell. S o, w e w e r e
suggesting the Attorney General take over t hi s r esp o n s i b i l i t y ,
have a special group of attorneys with the expertise and ability
to dea' with these cases. We found, of course, the county
attorneys do not want to give up that authority directly to the
Attorney General, and we also found that they were probably
right, that giving all this authority just to one individual in
the whole state may be too much of a delegation of authority to
one individual. So, we came up with a compromise t hat I f ee l
very, very good about. Cou nty attorneys will still have the
front-line prosecution responsibility. They' l l s t i l l be t h er e
to turn to, and hopefully they will respond with the better
training and the assistance through the Crimes Against C hild r e n
Fund that will bring in expert witnesses, that we will be able
to have support from the Attorney General for t he se coun t y
attorneys to d o t he job that they are supposed t o b e d o i n g i n
this area. But, if they should fail us still, if, d espit e t he
improvements in the system that I j ust o utlined fail, the
Attorney General would still be able t o b e c on t ac t e d by
individuals interested in a p articular case,as in t h e on e I
just mentioned, or any other case w h er e t hey feel that an
individual has been abused, and the individual perpetrating that
abuse was not prosecuted, they can go to the Attorney General.
The Attorney Gene'ral will have the r esponsi b i l i t y , wi l l hav e t h e
author i t y , wi l l hav e t h e st af f i n g , .

. .

11743


