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being a member of the committee I felt it, was a good bill and
that we should combine all three areas together. Thank you,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you. Senator Hannibal . Thank you .
Senator Wesely . Thank you. Anyone else care to discuss the
Chizek amendment to the committee amendments? C hairman Ch i z ek ,
would yo u ca re t o close? Thank you. The question is the
adoption of the amendment to the committee amendments. Those in
favor vote a ye, o pposed nay. Have yo u al l vot ed ? Record,

CLERK: 3 1 ay es , 0 nays, Nr. President, on adoption of the
amendment to the committee amendments.

SPEAKER BAPRETT: The amendment is adopted. Back t o t he
committee amendments. Senator Labedz, would you care to discuss
the committee amendments as now amended'?

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Nr . P re s i d ent . I rise in strong
support of LB 1246 as amended by the Judiciary Committee. I t ' s
a very important piece of legislation as amended,and probably
one of the most important bills that we will pass t his se s s i o n
to strengthen the prosecution of child abuse cases. Extending
the statute of limitations for certain crimes against children
from seven years from the offense to seven years from the time
the victim turns 16, whichever i s l onge r , i s a ver y, ver y
important part of the bill. Nany children don't fully realize
what has happened to them or have the confidence and k nowledge
to reveal their abuse until they' re much older. A nd I c e r t a i n l y
d idn' t kno w this, but as a member of the committee now I find
that most of them were frightened for four or five or six years
and would not...if this had not c ome about to even talk to
anyone. As a member of the committee I can tell you i t i s a
very de v a sta t in g situation, and I said that in the committee
hearing, and I believe strongly that the statute of limitation
is a ve ry important part of LB 1246. The people that I have
talked to, that are in n o w a y co n nected with the Franklin
Committee or the situation that we have now, and I h ave se v era l
calls from children that have been abused but were frightened to
come forward before, and mainly wi t h t he foster care system,
there ar e par ent s that ha v e bee n br av e enough now to come
forward, after four or five years of abuse of their children.
And to me the calls that I'm receiving are almost as bad and if
not worse than some of the things that we' ve heard i n the
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