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| egi sl ative session which is unprecedented in history. |t will
be difficult, extremely difficult, in ny opinion, to sustain
that |level of expenditures unless we enhance the role of
agriculture and nmake it nore anenable to earned inconme from our
basi c resource. Past years have not been kind +tqg agrjculture

financially or otherwse. And many of our farners agnol rancher s
have seen fit to find their fortunes el sewhere. |f in fact, we
are going to conpete in the next century, we are going to have
to do those things whichare being done at Mead and which are
being done well. Only this norning | heard where the Garst Seed
Corn Conpany had sent 7.5 mllion ﬁounds of seed corn to Russia.
We all know what that neans fromthe standpoi nt of conpetition.
The eastern European nations, which have been struggling under
Commruni sm for many years, have now thrown off t%e yoke of
Communi sm | adi es and gentl emen, because of any other idealistic
attitude other than | oss of opportunity to have a whol esone,

healthy diet. The people in this country Kave enj oyed that for

many years and we take it for granted. There are manynati ons
inthis world where it is avery serious project to find “your

daily bread". We have been fortunate in this country. we are
now emphasizing new areas of agriculture, sustainable
agriculture is not, one which really turns me on very nuch, gpe
whi Chmiy haVe sone very I'n’portant |npact upaon our ||festy| e
here in this state. And rightly and justifiably so at Mead they
are pursuing that kind of agricultural enterprise. We hav
wat ched t hem devel op systenms out there for agriculture Iivestoci

production, grain production that have peen copied throughout
the world. It is of interest to know that it was the University

of Nebraska, in cooperation yith Fletcher Manufacturing at
Col unbus, which nore than 35 years ag0 devel oped the mi nimum
till system which today has become the standard throughout the

United States, maybe throughout the world. A very small plant
in Colunmbus, Kenny Fletcher, working al nost single-handedly with
a couple of engineers and the University of Nebraska, devel oped
a systema lung time before we had an energy shortage that today

may be a rTBj or f actor in all ow _ng Nebraska farmers and other
farmers to survive because of high energy costs, just to nention

one small aspect of the research that was done there.
M. President and nenmbers, | know you' ve heard me talk about
this befor , I burdened you with it many tines, | ask you to

support this amendnent this norning.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussion." senator Scofield,
foll owed by Senator Coordsen.
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