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Science, and Agricultural Meteorology and Climatology. The
current headquarters building is in a ve ry sad s tate of
disrepair, it is difficult to heat, it is limited in s pace a n d
very expensive to maintain. It is inefficient for management
and communications, and it is totally and woefully inadequate
for many of the educational programs relating to research, to
tour groups, group presentations, field days and other extension
programs. Tou r s of t he r e sear c h sites, coupled with the
sit-down total educational programs are common and represent the
essence of a facility such as the facility at Mead. T he cen t e r
is heavily utilized for r esearch , t each i n g a nd c o oper a t i v e
extension projects. There a re 782 peop l e at t he cen t e r ,
excluding administrative, securit" and maintenance staf f . Of
these 782 people, 120 are scient.,~ts, 172 are graduate students,
a nd 4 9 0 ar e u nd er g r a d ua t e s . T his ye ar ' s Au gu s t sch e d u l e
includes these major events, 1,000 people are expected to attend
the exposition on soybeans. Over six departments wil l be
involved with working with the Soybean Check-off Board, the
State and County So y b ean Growers Association. A t h r e e - d a y
conference on National Sustainable Agriculture will be held with
field trips to the center's research projects. Over 500 peop l e
are expected to attend that event. Similar events are held
year- r ound suc h a s D a i r y Da y s , B e e K eeper D ays, S e ed D ays, h a i l
adjustor training programs and p a s t u r e t our s . T he c u r r e n t
project plan invo lves a 19,000 squ a r e f o ot h eadquart e r s
building, which will be built with a s l o p ed ro o f , br i c k and
mortar building. The facility will include office space, it
will include a computer room, small conference room, s ecur i t y
room, 150-person auditorium, and a 150-person multi-purpose
education center which would be a staging area for t our g rou p s
and guests for oth r scheduled events. In summary, the general
appearance of the existing facilities does injustice t o t h e
importance of the Agricultural Research and Development Center's
programs and to the overall mission of the institute. A s s t a t e d
in the task fo rce report, research conducted at the center
y ie ld s e sse n t i a l n ew information for efficient crop and
livestock production and conservation of natural resources. The
research al so stresses maintenance and en ha n cement o f
environmental quality in both rural and urban settings. Ladies
and gentlemen, I have told you before on this floor, agricu l t u r e
is the only basic industry in Nebraska which contributes to new
wealth in this state. All the others ar e c onsumpti v e .
Education is consumptive, judges pay raises~re consumptive ,
v i r t u a l l y e v e r y t h i n g we a r e i n v o l v ed i n i s a consumptive use of
funds. We hav e established a parameter of spending by this
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