March 21, 1990 LB 1031

this is an amendnent that you probably want to |listen because |
amnot sure that it is being handed out, because we just
approved it this afternoon in meeting, to be of fered today, put
it is relatively straightforward so | can explain it. Seyeral
of you probably recall, | think it was first in 1987 |egislation
was i ntroduced for the appropriation but we enacted it 5 1988
in the amount of $150,000 which was to conplete thenurals on
the 14th floor, which is the Menorial Room It is handed out,
oh, great, thank vyou, Senator Snith. At that time, it was
estimated that those nmurals could be conpleted in {he vici nity
of $120, 000, 30,000 of that 150,000 was to be utilized for the
work necessary to prepare for that, but also an jnportant part

of it was conpetition, in effect, a conpetitive situation where
artists within the State of Nebraska and outside the state, for

that matter, would be asked to subnit proposals that woul d meet
the criteria that was established by the conm ssion that
approve these. The menbers of that comm ssion came to us Wlthl n

the last few days and they have. . .| think their | ast nmeeting was
sone day | ast week...indicating that the cost for the kind of
quality of our artists' work that would be consistent ith the
Capi tol h as far exceeded \hat was avai l able in the

appropriation, what it was estimted to cost back in 1987, \yhich
was actually the period in which the 120,000 was arrived at.
They indicate that if in this corrpetltlve effort that will be,
actually, nationwi de of finding appropriate artists to complete
this work, which, by the way, will take probably five or six
years to conplete, four to five years to conplete, gu in e

to attract the kinds of quality of artists that one Woul(?fjlli(e
to see in this Capitol that funding far in excess of $120,000

wil | be required. Actually, the increase here i s 380,000, or a
total of a half a mllion dollars. That 380,000, however, is
divi ded over a four-year period, 95,6000 per year, and this would
become |ike a capital constructionproject that was built over
time. It would require reaffirmation on the part of the
Legi sl ature in t he succeedi ng budgets to reaffirmthat

expenditure. But if it is authorized, nowthen when they put
out the RFPs, Requests for Proposals, fromvarious artjsts, they
can indicate the type of current appropriation, gt Ieast t hat

this legislature had approved for the project, gp tQ

feeling of those who are on the conm ssion that then |t Would e
mJCh more i kely t hat yOU would have some very exce” ent
artists. | was interested in visit in with them

al ways has sone concern about art and et her one can un erst ang
it, it was interesting to ne that they indicated that some of
the type of art that was dominant probably 15 years ago, hnich |
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