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the support of education.

significant threat to its passage. ' That succ e s s or f ai l u r e
will, I th ink, largely depend u po n how act i v e the f ar m
organizations of this state respond to that situation and to
date I haven't seen much action, but I'm sure, as the fall grows
closer, we' ll see more and hear more from the farm organizations
on the ag land valuation side. But I wholeheartedly support the
package. It is finally coming to a point where we have waited
in this state for years and years and years to deal with tax
equity and this bill, more than any other I have seen in my
eight years here, is attempting to bring about some equity in

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . (Gavel.) Could we hold it down a little
bit, getting a little noisy up here too, but if you could hold
your conversation down, we'd appreciate it a little. Sen ator
Owen Elmer, please, followed by Senator Chambers and Senator

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Mr. President. I haven' t s p o ken v e r y
much on this bill either, Senator Johnson, a nd support it f o r
many of the same reasons that Senator Withem and Senator Johnson
h ave a l r ea d y e x p l a i n e d . And people that are accusing us, that
are trying to pass this bill, of passing it off as a t ax
decrease, that's not true. It is absolutely not a tax decrease.
I t ' s a shift that over 85 percent of the people that I have
surveyed in my district says should be made from property to
sales and/or income. We all r ea l i z e p e o p l e t h a t h o l d l a r ge r
portions of property will probably be benefited by this bill.
People that have lesser amounts of property will probably pay a
little more under this bill. The average t a x p aye r i n Nebraska
will pay no d ifferent than he would otherwise. We have seen
reams and reams of paper from the Department of Revenue on what
1059 would do. We have seen very little from the Department of
Revenue of what would happen if we do not do this. I t ' s go i ng
to be disastrous out there in the property tax section of this
taxpaying state if we do not pass this bill. And I h ope we h ave
the courage to stand back, look at it from the v ery f ou n d a t i o n
of equity per student in tax base, in equity in what the whole
population does to support our schools and support this bill to
the bitter end. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: T h a n k y o u. S enator Chambers , p l ea s e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
after having debated an issue as l ong a s t hi s on e h as b e e n
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