March 21, 1990 LB 1059

El mer and Senat or Chanbers.

SENATORR. JOHNSON: M. President and nenmbers, | rise, one, to

support the advancenent of the bill and, number two, to respond
to a point that was made actuallyyesterday, but | waited to

this point to make some comments. There were some points made
yesterday by Senator Schnit that there are those of us
supporting LB 1059 in order to cover our back sides pgacause  of

LB 361 passing and the |arge nunmber of ag |and val uations goi ng

up. That is not the purpose that | am supporting this bill

| am not concerned that passage of 1059 will suddenly jeopardize

the ag | and valuation amendment that is on the ballot for

Novenber. That is, | think, 3 separate issue, but they are

somewhat interrelated, pyt the fact of the matter is that the

tinme hasflnally come for us in this state to respond to a
question of tax equity. And, yeah, |I'mhearing a lot fromny
farmers out there who are ccmplaining that their ag land
valuations have gone up substantially, but if we, as Senator

W them has just indicated, if we don't do anything, whatis the
alternative'? Thereis no safety net following this bill. |f we
fall, we fall a long ways, 16.49 percent,gshe has indicated.

That's on top of the increases in the ag I an va?uatlon ar ea. |

didn"t vote for 361 because | wanted to. | fe|t it was the only
responsi ble action that this |.egislature had |ast year. That

was brought about, not by this Legislature, but by the courts
telling us. We could be in the same situation in school finance

if we don't respond to this issue and | think 1059 is a
responsible action to respond to a crisis that has occurred. =y
know M. Jaksha's petition is going on out there. \weknow that

the court systemhas a lawsuit filed that could very well throw
out our current education finance plan and so | guess | don" t
see nuch choice. | guess | feel like we' re alnost in ihe same

situation that we were with LB 361. We either make a comm t ment
to do this, or we suffer the consequences, and| guess |'m ready
to take the consequences of 1059. I"min a lucky position,
unlike some of you. Every school district in nmy |egislative
district benefits under the package soit 's gpnea yote for. me.
I realize there are many of you, however, tahat (%n t %ave t hat
luxury and I commend you and | adnire you for the decisions
you' re going to have to nake because it's the same decision tﬂat
many of us inthe rural areas had to make |l ast year with 361.
I't's ny hope that the apmendment that's on the ballot, LR 2, i
pass and we can come back in next year and start 5rguing about
how we' re going to value ag land separate and distinct fromthis
school finance package, but | real ly don't see this as a
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