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f orever ?
SENATOR CHAMBERS: If it is just for three years, why n ot j u st

SENATOR WITHEM: Because the three-year is for purposes o f t h o s e
school districts who will not re ceive as much state aid t o
adjust their programs and adjust their ability to fund their own
p rograms a t t he l o ca l l ev el . It is a phase...a period where
t hey ca n p h as e o u t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Why not take away the hold harmless provision
a ltogether, then by t hre e y ea r s f r om now, t he y wi l l h ave
adjus t e d t o i t ? Th e p ai n wi l l b e ov e r .

SENATOR WITHEM: The pain well might be over by that time, yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So would you...I know you don't support t h i s
amendment, but w ould y ou support one of the kind I am talking
about?

SENATOR WITHEM: No.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: You don't believe that i f s ome b od y h as a
sickness that requires the administration of medicine, t hat yo u
go in and give them a dose right now suf ficien= to cu r e t h e
s ickne ss , y o u d on ' t b e l i eve i n t h at ?

SENATOR W I THEM : I don' t know i f t hey a r e a sick district,
Senator C hambers . I guess I have problems with that analogy.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Withem.

PRESIDENT: Tha n k you . Senator Abboud, would you like to c lose

SENATOR ABBOUD: W e ll, Mr. President, and co l l ea g u es , ag ai n , i t
is a small amount of money to make the school districts whole .
Two mi l l i on d o l l ar s i s a drop in the bucket when you look at the
overa l l i mp ac t on this, and since it adverse'y affects a few
districts but the districts it does affect, to a l arge degree ,
does cause f inancial hardship, I think that we should go ahead
and adopt the amendment. I woul d l i k e t o a l so add t h a t we a r e
not really taking away anything here. A lot of these districts,
such as t h e one I represent, Ralston, t hey h av e b e e n r ec ei v i ng
this state aid for years now, and what we are talking about ,
actually, is ta king away aid that they currently have. We are

on yo ur ame ndment.
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