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I'm going to give Senator Dierks the first minute of my time.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . S enator D i e r k s , p l e as e .

SENATOR DIERKS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members of the body,
I t hink that from the onset of this discussion on t h e
consideration for the legislation in the first place that we
were talking about property tax relief, and I can't think that
this amendment of Senator Smith's would do anything but that.
It appears to m e that this is the purpose of our discussion
yesterday and today is to provide property tax relief, and t h i s
will do it. It takes that money and puts it back in the General
Fund to provide funding for school districts which would then in
return provide relief from property taxes. It 's just that
simple. I think it's a very simple proposal and I think that ' s
the purpose of the entire legislation. I 'd u r g e y ou r s u p por t o f
this amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Chambers, four minutes.

SENA OR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
and S e n a to r Sco t t y , I spoke a li ttle prematurely w hen I
mentioned I had a hammer over here. I don't have that, but I do
h ave a b r i ck . (Laughter.) We have to come prepared. Members
of the Legislature, in all seriousness, I'm g oi ng to t r y t o
summarize what the point is that I'm trying to make and was
trying to make through the discussion with Senator Moore. Al l
o f t he supp o r t e r s , u ndevia t i n g l y , h a v e p o r t r a y e d t h i s b i l l as
one that will benefit education somehow. I 'm n ot ch al l en g i n g
what they say about how 'that will be done. They a l s o s a y t h a t
t he second p r ong o f t h i s b i l l i s d esi gn e d to p r ovi d e p rop er t y
tax relief. Now if Senator Smith's amendment which is before us
n ow i s no t ado pt ed , t hen i n s t e a d o f say i n g t h i s i s a b i l l wi t h
t wo pr ongs , I ' d ha v e t o say it's a bill with a forked tongue and
we know tha t a f o r k ed t ongue i s a p h r a se that relates to
something w hich does not de al with the t ru th , wh i ch
misrepresents a position. This bill is being misrepresented by
its supporters if this amendment is not adopted. What i t wi l l
do is take an amount of tax money being raised t hrough t he
machinery in this bill and apply the proceeds of that tax to the
purposes of the bill. Now how in the world are those who have
been saying that this is a property tax bill and an aid t o t he
schools bill going to oppose an amendment that would send more
money into the pot designed to benefit the school s an d r ed uce
property tax? Is it that the purpose is not to aid the s chool s ?
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