March 21, 1990 LB 1059

SPEAFER BARRETT: Senator Schmt, please.

SENATOR SCHMI T: Mr. President and nmenbers, Nebraska is not the
only state in the nation that has a problemwi th the funding
schools. There are nany other states that have | earned | ong ago
that the property tax is not an equitable nethod of supporting
the funding of schools. | would just like to point out a couple
of inequities which | believe you're going to find even
t hough. .. evan though no matter how well you try to nail down the
||d, Senat or SChellpeper, t here are go| ng to be nore leaks in it
than a col ander. We, yesterday, | pelijeve, we passed Senator
Ashford's amendment which provided for a major exenption.
Sonmeone raised the question about the general funds. we know
there are other funds that, of course, are available to gchools
funds fromthe rental of school lands, fines, etcetera, which
all come to the schools. I do not know, |I'mnot an expert on
it, I never paid nmuch attention to it except twice gz year when |
pay the taxes, what of those. . .what percentage of those funds

come from extraneoussources. What | do knowis this thatno
one has ever said this bill is going to inprove the qua'ity

educa_tion or which at t_he outset is going to help because we' re
throwing nore nmoney in it. | think the Appropriations Committee
has found years ago that throwirg noney at a project does not
necessarily inprove the performance of it. Noone has addressed
the fact that Nebraska has a | ow pupil-teacher ratio. Does
anyone know what percentage of the employees of a school
district, in your own school district, for exanple, gre engaged
in nonacadenic activities? | dcubt it. Does anyone know what

percentage of the budget goes for expensessuch as busing,
transportation and that sort of activity? | doubt it. Does

anyone know what percentage of those busing costs gre associated
with extx icurricular activities? | doubt it. During theKerrey
years and the Thoneyears we knew we were in hard times gpd on
this floor we actually rolled back expenditures gayeral times

2 percent, 3 percent. We were told of all of the dire things
that were going to occur. Peopl e were going to quit. There
were going to be major |oss of services, 3 whole host of events
were going to take place. Youknow what? No one quit. Maybe a

_scattering did. No one quit._ State government jobs, school
obs are not that bad of jobs. One of the things they do not
i ke, and teacher have told nme, they do not like to be told,

okay, tonight you have tOride the bus with the pep club, even
though we pay them extra. School teachers, strange gas it may

seem have famlies of their own. They like to Spend sone tinme
at home with their husbands or wives or children as well as
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