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formula. And, again,we know that not everybody in the state is
going to receive a set reduction in property taxes because the
philosophy behind the bill is that we need to be equalizing and
not just reducing property taxes for everyone across the board.
So I t h i n k i t ' s . . . I t h i nk i t ' s a g ood amendment that Senator
Schel l pepe r i s br i n gi ng , not because it really changes the bill
markedly but because it does state in the bill in clear language
t hat i s und e r s t a n dabl e wha t t h e b i l l wi l l d o. So I co mme n d
Senator Schellpeper and Dierks for bringing this amendment.

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Crosby, please, followed by

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Nr. President, and members, it is a
real pleasure to support this amendment of Senator Schellpeper's
because I t hink this amendment is what we have been discussing
from the very beginning on this. I have said this before and
it's a trite thing to say and I'm sure somebody much wiser, Nark
Twain or somebody, said it's like the weather,everybody t a l k s
about it and nobody does anything about it. I t ' s f ash i o n a b l e t o
talk about the property tax and say we have to do something to
r el i ev e p r o p e r t y tax and then it doesn't really happen in a
sign i f i c a n t w a y . Wh e n I s i gn e d o n t o t h i s b i l l I said I wou l d
sign onto it but I would reserve the privilege of not voting for
it in th e e n d if I didn't feel that it was actua l l y go i n g t o
have some kind of significant impact on relieving property tax
The phone calls that I get about LB 1059 from what I call voter
constituency types, not from organizations, not from Chambers of
Commerce, not from city council people or from educators , f r o m
board members of school boards, and so on, but from people who
vote and who feel that they' re the ones who pay the taxes which,
o f cou r se , w e a l l d o . So I am pleased to have this spelled out
in the b ill that it must have...that it must come down to
reducing the property taxes. We have talked...all day yesterday
it seemed that we talked about a lot of things except what this
b i l l i s a l l abo ut , two things really, trying to equalize and
shift the burdens of...to different incomes, from income tax and
sales tax and away from property tax and also quality education.
That is what my phone calls. ..that's the second thing they t a l k
about is quality education. Is this going to ensure quality
education'? That's what the schools are a l l ab ou t . I h av e
gotten a c opy of the Lincoln Public Schools' budget and if any
of you would like to see the percentage pies, I w i l l b e g l ad t o
show you because most of the money, the higher percentage of the
money comes f rom pro perty tax and m ost of i t go e s f o r

S enator D i e r k s .
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