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h ouse and . . .

Have you all voted'? Senator Ashford.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank y ou , B a r o n .

SENATOR HEFNER: T o e - c r u s her .

P RESIDENT: Now, Sena t o r Ashford, would you like to close,
please?

SENATOR ASHFORD: I appreciate the fact that my amendment caused
Senator Hefner and Senator Chambers to talk about the b ill,
finally, in any event, but 'n answer to Senator Withem, even
though Senator Chisek drafted the amendment to the gun bi ll,
that wasn't enough to cause you to vote for it', so I ' m g o i n g t o
start drafting some of my own and see what h appens . Bu t . . . i t
would be interesting. I'm going to try and help this bill as
much as possible before I probably have to v ote n o. I n an y
event, in answer to Senator Noore's....But...so I'm sort of a
good guy, bad guy, but on this one probably more a bad guy, but
on this amendment basically what we' re doing, as I s ai d , i s t h a t
there are contractual obligations out there. I t ' s a l i t t l e
different from the amendments that have come b efor e i t and a
little bit different than the issue that Senator Lamb raised
about transportation. These are ongoing contractual obligations
of school districts, which, if this amendment does not go. . . tha t
are now ongoing, these would not be new contractual o bl ig a t i o n s
made after the bill goes into effect, but a re on g o i n g
contractual obligations that deal with teacher wages which ar e
the largest percentage of costs in these school...or the largest
percent of the cost to the school district anyway. I f we d o n o t
pass this amendment, it will be in all likelihood,a s Senat o r
Withem mentions, a dollar for dollar encroachment i nt o ot h e r
programs. So I think this is the kind of amendment that it' s
not really an exception or exe mpt ion bec a u s e it is no t an
ongoing ob l i gat i o n of the Legislature, but it just deals with
those contracts which are in force. With that, I would again
urge the adoption of the amendment. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . The question is the adoption of the
Ashford amendment. All those in favor vote aye, o p p o sed nay .

SENATOR ASHFORD: Ap parently,we' ll have to have a call of the

PRESIDENT: O kay, the question is,shal l t he house go under
cal l .
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