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SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President and members, well, Senator Ashford,
you and I h ave similar problems and my problem has to do with
sparsity. You know, this bill doesn't take into consideration
sparsity. If you have high transportation costs out there where
pupils are transported long distances, that's not taken into
consideration in this bill and that, as fa r a s I am con c er n e d ,
is a big drawback. Another part of it is the fact that some of
those tiers, the lowest tier is 100 pupils. We have so many
schools out there with fewer pupils and as you get down to the
low numbers, then it's very difficult to keep the cost down and
so that's not adequately taken care of in the bill also because
the first tier being 100 students, you know, that's clear out of
the realm. So I don't know, I don't know what we' re go i ng to
do. At on e p oi nt we were going to ignore all those on the
commission, but, you know, I'm going to agree with you, i t' s
unfair, it's unfair, and it does not work the way it should. We
look at the printout, we look at the printout here and we' ve got
some school districts who will have a levy of 7 cents for $100,
7 cents per $100. One school district was z ero, ze r o , z e ro ,
zero. Then we ' re going to have an amendment that is going to
p ut some ar t i f i ci al mi n i mum mil l l ev y in there that's really
artificial, I m ean, it just masks the deficiencies in the bill
which is the same thing the hold harmless d oes . Bu t wi t h a
minimum levy there, you' re virtually admitting that the bill is
deficient, that under the formula you get the schools that have
virtually no property tax at a ll, and then when I hear the
proponents of this bill say, yeah, we' re go i ng t o e q u a li ze
things, we' re going to equalize things, but now we' re going to
h ave a whol e b u nch o f sc h o o l districts, if you d on' t p ut a
minimum levy in there of some kind, which the original bill did
n ot have , t h e n you ' r e g o i ng t o h a v e sch oo l districts with
virtually no property tax at all. Now, maybe that's fair, maybe
t hat ' s a kind of a formula we' re looking at that we want, but I
don't think it's fair, I don't think anybody in his r igh t mi nd

P RESIDENT: Th an k yo u . Senator Chambers, did you wish to speak
on this matter? Your light is on.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Just very briefly in r esponse t o my good
friend, Senator Lamb. Senator Lamb, your question or the point
you raised about the distances not being considere d ou t t he r e
was in a sense answered by Senator Hefner this morning, and you
are given consideration because diverting money to the H ig h way
Trust Fund is going to build you better roads a nd Senator H e f n e r

thinks it's fair.
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