March 20, 1990 LB 1059

the body to do sonmething that possibly could unravel the bill.
Originally | was not too sold on the idea of LB 1059 because |
was worried about, frankly, the state incone tax base, gndif we
were not eroding that to a great deal for fyture |egislatures,

but because of all the work that has been done on this bill and
because of all the good presentations that we've heard,

gradually | became convinced that maybe we did have a sol ution
ere to offering some kind of property +tax, not relief, but

exchange for the income-sales tax. But| have been approached
on several occasions by people in Lincoln as well as nenbers

the school board who are very concerned about this bill and
think that the Lincoln public Schools would have a very
difficult time existing under this bill, andwe've tried to
flgure out aVVaytO work with it so that it W0u|dnt unr avel

And | guess the idea of a lid being on the bill in the first
place is difficult for ne too, Senator Wthem because hi nk
that we do a lot, officials |ike you and ne, to nake those k| nds
of decisions and herein Lincoln, | believe by and large, our
school board has made good decisions. | think that the public
has been happy with them except maybe when it came to the issue

of trees, but by and large, the public has been happy. By and

large, the public has been very. very supportive of the
educational systemand | have heard some comments on this {0

about the fact that it sounds like Lincoln is whining. | don't
think you could call it that because |[incoln has not said a
word. 1' ve not heard a word fromthe gchool board or any of the
others who have commented to me about the fact that we're going
to be transporting tax dollars to other school d|5tr|ct3
That's not t he concern here. The concern here can we
continue to provide the kind of education that we would Ilke for
our children here in Lincoln2 And sone of us feel o
going to be making it very difficult for us to do t at bag H

the fact that we have a very strong growh rate in Lincoln ndl
believe the figures this year were 800 new students ent ered? the
school systemthis year and it is projected that way on down tne
road so that we' re going to continue to have this growth factor
for along tine. Frankly, I'm really in a bind but |'m going to
have to support Senator Landis's anendnent to see if that won't
ease the situation for not only Lincoln,I'm tal king about
Li ncol n because that's the one I'm most famliar with, but
hopefully, for several of these othergchool districts that we
discussed earlier. Thankyou, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Wesely, pl ease, followed by
Sena.or Hartnett.
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