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it, that it is not going to end all of our problens with
property  tax, but we do need to begin a shift and an
ecpaal i zati on across the state, which 1059 addressee. Asto the

tuition tax credit part of it, | do support that. From the very
begi nning of the United States of Anerica, g | ot of our schools
were private schools to start with. Peopl e wanted their

children to be educated, and they wanted to educate themin
their own way. The public school systemhas gyojved over the

years, and we faced that obligationand we |ive up to that

oblic ation to educate our children. It isin our Constitution
of Nebraska, the State of Nebraska, that we are obligated to
educate our children from5 years old to 21. And the public

school s do a wonder ful g']_ob of that, and | do support the public
school s always. But | think it's only fair, gndin this day and
age when we'we passed the choice bill, that peop| € do have a
choice to send . their children toother schools. |i dges cost

them They support those schools through their parishes and
through other...the Lutheran schools, thé Christian schools, tahe
Catholic schools, and other privateschools. And,so | think

it's Only fair that they are ab|e. to deduct some af those
expenses that they entail by choosing to send their children to

anot her school. And this anmendnment encompasses pub“c chool
parents, too, for expenses that they face in activities ana t hat
kind of thing. So | do support the anendnent and thank you,
Senat or Labedz, for having me. . .giving me a little bit of your
time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Labeds, approxi matel y three minutes.
SENATOR LABEDZ: |' Il do it on closing. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Crosby, yours was the next
light, do you care to nmake any other statenent?

SENATOR CROSBY: Wel |, thank you, M. Speaker. | don't get this
opportunity very often, because | never get ny light on in tine.
But, since | have the opp...| will continue just one nore little
thing. | think we all recognise the ambunt of taxes that people
who send their childrento private schools pay. andalso, in

Li ncol n, Nebraska, for instance, if all of
J ’ ' .asudde for scng
reason all of our schools closed, the private scﬂool s cl osed,

;he public sch_ools woul d be p_ushed to take ga]| those students
in. So | think that were in a. as we enter the twenty-first
century, we need to start cooperating. Andwe do. ...Over the
years there has been a |ot of cooperation between private
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