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exempt these industries, many of their employees, many of their
employees will be exempted from the backup confirmation test
that now is called for by state law. In the Judiciary Committee
hearing, Henry Nipper, faculty member of the Department of
Pathology at Creighton University School of Medicine,a member
of the staff of St. Joseph's Hospital Omaha, his responsibility
is to direct laboratories at St. Joseph Hospital and Creighton
that are intimately involved in t he i ss ue s of dr ug t est i n g .
They t e sted 582 employees, 582 employees. Of t he 58 2 ,
147 presumptions of positive tests were found, 147. N ow t h o s e
147 people would not be covered once we give this exemption if
they work for these industries. Of the 147 that were again
t ested u n de r t he state of the art GCMS, eight people tested
positive. eight out of 147. So you want to eliminate, w ith t h e
Wehrbein amendment, the possibility of many employees being
shown a positive and not having the opportunity to be backed up
by the state of the art testing facilities and techniques that
we call for in this state and thus you could have numbers such
as that, 147 preliminary positives, o nce backed up by t h e state
of the art te st, only eight were positive. And that ' s what
you' re going to vote for here. Is that what you want? Fal se
positives, large numbers of false positives. These employees,
the employers, many who a ll c on duct und e r f ederal l aws and
guidelines, as Senator Stevens said, do not have to continue
this. Their employees that aren't covered under federal r e gs ,
the safety sensitive, they can change any time they want and
they can change to a standard that will give you 1 47 posi t i v e
showings of whi ch only ac t u a l l y e i g h t we re p o s i t i v e . And if
that's what you want, support the Wehrbein amendment. I f yo u
want guarantees of protection under state law that we currently
have, that would save those 135, or whatever , e mployees f rom a
false positive testing, then vote to d efeat t he W e hrbe i n
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank you . Senator Pe t e r son.

SENATOR PETERSON: Call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. That will not be necessary. There
are no other lights on. Senator Wehrbein, would you l ike t o

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, members, I will yield some
of my time to Senator Kristensen but I simply want to s ay t ha t
save interstate commerce the United States who many compared

close?
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