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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Mr. Sp eaker. Members of
the body, I rise briefly simply to say that I oppose t he
Wehrbein amendment, as I opposed it earlier. T he body r e j e c t e d
the amendment once, I hope they reject it again. And I wou l d
like to remind the body, if I could, that what, in essence, you
have are particular industries now that have certain people that
have to be under federal guidelines, they have to be tested
randomly. The re are other employees within the railroad, for
example, that do not fall within that federal mandate. But t h e
company has chosen, to their credit, to include them in a drug
testing program. What the company i s say i ng and what t he
companies are saying that if this bill is passed the way it is,
LB 315 as it's amended, that they would, in fact, have companies
then that...or employees then that some would have to b e u n d e r
the federal statute and some would have to be under the s tat e
statute. And they' re just saying, boy, that's just t oo t ou g h
for u s t o hand l e , we just can't do that. I t wo u l d b e 80
confusing. It would be very difficult. Gosh, we would h av e t o
have new charts. We might have to put new numbers on the charts
and w e don ' t hav e peop l e smart enough that can handle that,
apparently is what they' re saying. What the Wehrbein amendment
would do is to put a group of employees, if we exempted them, it
would p ut a g r oup of employees in no man's land. Y es, t h e
railroads now are including them but they may not include them
five years from now, but we, as a state, have exempted them,
therefore, they' re not going to fall into any category . Wh at
we' re suggesting is that this body has done enough exempting
over the years to learn lessons. T he people o f N e b r aska need t o
be treated fairly and equally. This bill, as we have a mended
it, will treat Nebraskans fairly and equally and give them a due
process. We do not need to take a group of Nebraskans whose
only fault may be that they' re working f or on e c om p a ny or
another and s ay , we' re going to treat you differently, we' re
going to put you at the mercy of the federal government and i t
could ch a ng e at any whim o f p o l i t i c al st r u ct u r e s w i t h i n t h e
federal government area. And why d i d w e d o t ha t ? Well, there
are some lobbyists in back, behind us, that told us, s ays t h e
Legislature, that they could not. ..it would be too cumbersome.
Members of the Legislature, I will also bring to your attention
that there are other states around us that are contemplating, in
fact, now implementing the same things that we are trying to get
through he re t o d a y . So the railroads are all.. . are g o i n g t o
have to anyway follow different states and I suspect if it's a
good thing, if they' re deciding it's a g o o d t h i ng f o r t hei r
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