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SPEAKER BARRETT: Senato r Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Question .

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I se e f i v e
hands? I do. Shall debate now close? All in favor vote aye,

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, to cease debate.

S PEAKER BARRETT: D ebat e c l o s e s . Senator Be rnard -S tevens, would
you like to make a summarizing statement?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you , N r . S p e aker . A nd, Sena t o r
Abboud, I appreciate that on the call of the question because I
t h ink peo p l e do know what they' re going to be doing on this
i ssue and i t sav e s u s some time. Sena tor Chizek's comments
would b e one t h at I certainly could agree with and Senator
Kristensen made some very valid points, particularly t he p o in t
that this is somewhat of a preempted strike, because I know
there are some heavy hitters out there. A nd I c ou l d p r oba b l y
make an analogy of one small, lone boy standing up against all
of the big powerful people and what have you, but I'm not su r e
t hat ' s one that would...that would hold today. B ut I w o u l d sa y
a couple t h i n g s. I n a l l my d i scu s s i o n s with the members
r epresent i n g t h e , what I would call the big three in this issue,
utilities, motor carriers and railroads, with emphasizes capital
o n t he r ai l r o ad s , the bottom line was and always has been,
regardless of what anything you have been told, constitutional
things, you know, I think Senator Kristensen is really reaching
a little bit on some of his comments on that, the bottom line is
they don't want to be...they don't want to have two different
systems. But members of the body,we' re talking about probable
cause. If a worker makes a mistake in the railroad industry, if
he runs a switch, that's probable cause t o be t e st ed . Of
course, w he n you ' r e tested you' re tested f or b o t h d r u g a n d
alcohol. We' re not changing anything on the drug side. On t h e
alcoho l s i d e , we' re saying that you could go to a . 01 and t h a t ' s
the lowest you could go. Senator Kristensen says that we are
weakening. He is absolutely mistaken. The federal guidelines
are .04 . We would be saying by this amendment that we would
al lo w a t o ugh e r s tandard i n Neb r a s k a than the fede ral
guidelines, we would go down to to .01. B u t fo r someone who has
an absolute minute, small amount or trace of alcohol that has
not impaired them wHatsoever, if they were tested because o f a

opposed nay . Pl ea se r e c o rd .
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