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have argued about the pros and cons at sonme length. sg whether
or not we support the Bernard-Stevens anendnent, |'mafraid |I'm

going to have to oppose this amendnent in its current form.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Kri stensen, would vou care to di scuss
t he anendnent to the anendnent, followed by Senator Chizek.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Nr. Seaker, and members, |
think it's inportant that we go back and | ook at the purpose of
why this anendnent that Senator Bernard-Stevens has offered

And | laud himand | comend himfor trying to bring about sone
sort of conpromise and it would be nice if we could have had a
compromise a week ago, perhaps. Byt | think maybe we' re to the

poi nt where both sides would refuse to do so. ~Although
Bernard- Stevens' attenpt at a conpromse is well-intenti onecP a%d

good, it creates a problemand that problemat the nmonment is
that it creates two different standards. You' ve got the federal
rules and regulations that are going to have 4ne  standard for
al cohol content and that's really what this is all boiling down
tois a fight between two parties and their desire for _an
al cohol content battle and that's really not what we' re | ooking
at. \What we' re looking at is you' ve got a..you'vegot g dru
testing policy. Senator Bernard-Stevens' priority bill that's ag
good bill, that says if you' re going to test people, here's how
you do it. Unfortunatelywith his amendnent right now he's
going to <create two different standards,gne for the state and
effectively that would wi pe out standards that are set upaby tahe
feds. The feds have a tough standard. Thei r standards are
tougher than any of theother ones around. W' re not going to
be getting tougher. What this is going to do is allow for e
trace amounts. B ut the issue isn't what that |evel shoul dsogne
it's  what companies should have to conply with a federal

standard or a state standard. And the amendment that Senator
Wehrbein has offered is not an unl awful del egation. We aren’' t
u gu

just dunping it over to the feds and say,here, %/o ys take
care of this and we' re not going to do anything with it at all

Wat Senator Vehrbein's amendnent does is gay ook, i f you are
going to be under federal standards, that's the ones you're

going to have to conply wWith. Those standards are tough, in
fact, they' re probably stricter than people want themto be

' R . : : Jbut
they' re very tough and it isn't just railroads, it's trucking,
it's gas conpanies, it's other nunicipalities that paye safet
sensitive areas. And, quite frankly, they' ve taken a toug
position. The other people who rep"esent enployees gnd so on
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