March 19, 1990 LB 315

whether we can dictate federal policy or whether we can
arbitrarily decide whether we are on a federal mandate or not
and it's worded such that it shall not apply to any enpl oyer who
is subject to federal lawor federal regulations governing ihe
adm ni stration of drug and al cohol tests. Goi ng back to the
argunent that we...or the discussion that we had thé other (45
concerning the fact that pany of the railroads, trucking
|ndustry, pI pel I nes, gas conpani es, power Corrpani es t hat come
under many federal regulations, this sinply would say that in
lieu of state | aw under these they would revert to federal |aw
where they operate in nultistaues and | felt it was appropriate
to return this for consideration again. Realizing that it is
sonewhat conplicated in terms of those enployers. employees
that are subject to the tests, | felt that it would Lo i the
best interest of these businesses operating in many states to Qe
subject to the federal requirenent rather than to individual
state laws which may run not only in maybe 25 states but in g
48 or 50states. S o, therefore, | would subnmit this amendnent
to your consideration.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Di scussion of the Wehrbein amendnent.  gepator
Morrissey, followed by Senator Chanbers.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY. Thank you, M. Speaker, and nembers, | just
rise to oppose this and all other anendments till we can get
back to the original intent of this bill, workmen's unenpl oynent
benefits increases. | don' t...| think a couple years ago we did

make a positive step in drug testing, saying if you are a
citizen in Nebraska, this is...these are thetypes of drug

testi ng t hat V\BVVant done. e put in some Spec|f|c t ests to
protect the citizen that jf they were drug tested that these
steps would be taken to assure an aCcurate test. gomeof these

conpanies that are covered by federallaw don' t. . all their
enployees aren't covered by fedefal law, just certain sections
of their employees, certain sectors of their enployees are
covered by federal law. So if we give thema blanket exemption
like this, we' re sinply not protecting the citizens of the State
of Nebraska. | think they live with all kinds of |aws that are
different in all the other states and | think they can live with
this. We are making a statenment. we made a statement under 582
of a couple years ago that if you are g citizen of Nebraska,
we're going to guarantee you some protection jngood dru

testing laws. And | don't think nowis the tinme to Walgve any ofg
those protections for any of our citizens. Thank you.
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