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you.

line 22, what my amendment simply says is that...substitute if
he or she enrolls in a drug treatment program, substitute the
language "if he or she applies to enroll in a drug treatment
program". I think that cuts through the problem of creating
lines between those who can and who cannot afford the treatment,
because, obviously, it's not...can't be the intent of this body
that we are going to draw a line between someone who can and
can't afford the treatment in deciding whether or n o t t hey ' r e
going to be eligible for benefits. We have already made the
quantum leap of saying that...in Senator Coordsen's concept o f
saying that we' re not going to deny benefits to persons who are
in treatment. We have already conceptually said we will go
along with Senator Coordsen on that. Well, we certainly, as a
body, I can't believe would want t o s ay bu t we' re goi ng
to...we' ll agree to that concept but we' re going to draw a line
between those who can afford and those who can't afford the
treatment. That just...I know the members of this body and I
know they don't agree to that. That just doesn't m ake a n y
sense. It's j ust patently unfair...unintended, unintended
unfairness but it's still in its effect and it's applicationi t ' s unfair. So I think by saying applies to enroll what we' re
doing, if they don't apply to enroll, certainly they would not
get the benefits and that, I think, may come a little bit closer
to what we' re trying to do here, then, hopefully, they would get
in the program at some point though. As Senator Hall suggests,
there may be a wait but at least they are on the list. And
maybe we could give them some priority, I don't know,maybe we
can deal with that problem in another amendment or further down
the line. But I t hi n k at l e ast t h i s takes some of the
harshness, o r n o t ha r s h n ess , really, the unfairness out o f t h e
system. And a l so t hat pe r son who i s t he . . . w h o i s
the...constantly abuses the system, constantly has drug problems
and his employer sticks with that employee and then finally has
to terminate him, if they don't care, if they don't apply, then
they don't get benefits. And I think that' s probably c lose t o
where w e wa nt t o be. So I would urge the adoption of that
simple interjection of the words apply for in conjunction with
t he words . . .o r "apply to enroll" rather than just enroll. Thank

SPEAKER BARRETT: For a discussion of the Ashford amendment to
the Coordsen amendment. Senator Hall, would you care to discuss
the amendment to the amendment? S enator Ch i z e k , would you car e
to discuss it? Senator Chambers.
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