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conpliance necessities. |t will allow an individual who would
otherwise be disqualified to continue to receive their
unenpl oynent benefits if they sign up for a drug treatnent
program and then, as the calendar E),rogresses,they have to
maintain a satisfactory participation until ™ t hey conplete the
program I khow that SenatorAshford has sonme’questions as to
the | anguage of this that he may discuss wWith an amendment to
this amendnent, but it is my understanding of this anendment
that if a person signs up or enrolls jn a program if those
progranms happen to be full and they continué to abide by the
regulation...regulatory reporting, that they would continue to
maintain eligibility for their unenployment. It changes the
I anguage fromny previous amendment in that the Comm ssioner
Labor will approve the drug treat ment prograns.
They...generally the drug treatment prograns are approved by the
Department of Health, but this approval gives +the conm ssioner
the flexibility to approve either programs approved by the
Departnent of Health or perhaps a program that might be approved
by the Fede_ral Depart_rrent of Labor or some ot her entity.
Anot her maj or change in that instead of taking the noney out of
the Contingency Fund, this noney that goes tg a the

unenpl oynment will come out of the pool of the Un%rr%l oynment
I nsurance Trust Fund so that it will not be charaged to an
enpl oyer's account, but rather would come out of the same po
of money that would ordinarily be used +tq pa t hose benefits

acquiring to people who have had their dlpsc}/ualificatlon peri od

under current and continuing law for disqualification for other

uses. So, with that, | would nmove for the adoption of this

amendnment and woul d be willing to answer any questions. Thank

you, Nr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: An amendnment on the desk, M. Cerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Ashford would nove to amend the

Coordsen amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Ashford

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Nr. Speakerand coll eagues. This
is an effort...this amendnent js an _attenpt toaddress the
problem that | raised in ny question of Senator Wesely 4nq the
problem that has been raisedby Senator Coordsen and it's g,
attempt to kind of split the difference between +the tw sides

here. And basically what y anendment does, if you | ook at
AN...at Senator Coordsen's amendment, if you |ook at page 4,
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