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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sir. Senator MFarl and.

SENATOR McFARLAND: M. Speaker, |'d respectfully call the
question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Thatwon't be necessary, yours was

the last light. Senator Wesely, would you like to close on the
adopti on of your anendnent'?

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, nepbers, | apol ogi ze
we' vetakenallttletlmayonthls, bl?t it's aPBndahEntaplsgue.
We're concerned about. _ jf | could have. ..

SPEAKER BARRETT:  (Gavel.)

SENATORWESELY: Thank you. W' ve spent a little over gan hour

on thl_s _and I apol ogizefor taking the amount of tine. This
I ssue Is I nportant. The question is, wehave the goal of a
drug-free  workplace. w have the initial step of trying to say
if yOU get Into a treatnment program then the unen'p|0yn‘ent
benefits won't be denied to vyou, but it doesn't take'into
account the ability to pay for the program As Senator Chambers
and Senator Ashford, Senator Hall, Senator Nbrrisse?fl, as others

have indicated, how do we pay for, in sone cases, this ireatnent
program that the enployer wants to have the enpl oyee get into,

that the state, the society that we live in wants that errp‘oyee
to go into, the enployee themselves want to go into, but gjpply

don"t have the resources to get into? ang the problemis. there
are public prograns out there but you wait si rery mont hs, ' months
to get into themand in the neantinme, your unenpl oyment benecflts
are not avail able because of this situation. You re denied the
access to that funds, it js a horrible situation for these
i ndividuals who are trying to deal with their problem ;.4 want

to deal with their problem but cannot afford to deal with their
probl em And so | think it si rrply is the key i ssue here of

moving together with recognizing the fiscal restraints sone
fam | i es, some individuals have placed in themthat do not allow

them the opportunity, if they so choose, to deal with their drug
problem So | would ask for the vote for this amendment. 1f we
need to deal with further amendnent to it, I'd pe willing to
work with Senator Ashford and Senator Coordsen on this, but
fundanental |y the way the bill currently constituted js sinply
unfair. It is not fair. |t is wdl-intentioned, but not fair,
and so with this amendnent we bring pack that element of
fairness, of equity, of treating people wth the way | t n‘( we
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