March 19, 1990 LB 315

We're talking here about a situation where an individual is
sick. =~ Wiat Senators Wesely and Norrissey have tried to
enphasise is that the Wesely amendment creates an opportunjty
for a choice to be nade by the individual which could result in

consequences if the wong choice is made. Ifa person enters
treatment by choice, then heor she is not denied the benefits.

If the treatment is available and the person chooses not to
enter, then the consequences follow, mprality. And remenber, |

don't have any religion, | don't have a re |g¥ous corpuscle “in

nmy body, not a religious atom but | do know that noralityis

grounded on the necessity of having 4 choice avail abl e. If

there is no choice involved in an action, there I's no norality.
A person is considered i moral when with the opportunity to make

a choice between that which is good and that which is oyi|  and
the person has know edge of the nature of the act and chooses
the evil

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: .. .that act is considered inmoral. If the
person, through | ack of know edge or through coercion, makes a
nmove in the only direction that is available, no moralitx
attaches to that act. If we are Pom to treat people as thoug
t hey' ve done that which is imoral and they have no choice, then
we are  being unreasonable. | think LB 315 with its present
| anguage relative to this issue of drug abuse, drug wuse, dru
addiction is an imoral bill, and after we get through wi'th a|fJ
of the talking, I'mgoing to put a kill motion 4, . If a
junkie could say no to drugs,a junkie would say no and quit.
Wo wants to lose a job'? o wants to | ose control of his or

her life? Who wants to | ose a famly? Wi wants to | ose
respect of others and self-respect? |f all he had to do was say
no, no would be said. |t is a sickness. Junkies are sick.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Ti ne. SenatorAshford, followed py Senator
NcFarland.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Just briefly, Nr. Speaker and colleagues, may
| ask Senator Wesely a question briefly?

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Wesely.
SENATOR WESELY: Mmmm  hnmm

SENATOR ASHFORD:  Senator Wesely, |...let ne...is there a way of
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