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this Legislature should do in paying its dev0|r to virtue

because what the Legislature has done to this ti up to this

%i nt is inexcusable and it is shameful. | support Senator
sely's anmendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Norrissey.

SENATOR NORRI SSEY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and nenbers. 0
Chambers nmade some good points about the baggage of thISab f
and the weight of this bill. I seriously have to consider
whether | can support the original bill,” the $10 increase in
unenpl oynent with the baggage +t hat it has now, but Senator
Wesel y' s amendment can hel p out on that cause. \thout Senator
Wesel y' s amendnent, enpl oyees can be disqualifiedifgr gross
negligence which would include presence of drugs on the’jo

refusal to take a test. Senator Coordsen. added an amend ent
that it woul d t ake away that disqualification |? %e enprpoyee
went into drug testing, and that's the way it gets right now.

So what do wehave? Wthout the Wsely anmendment and with the

Coordsen anendnent, if you go into treatment you won't be

di squalified. I f you don't go into treat ment because you can' t

afford it, you will be disqualified.
treatment because you don't want to, you WP/IOu OQI squgllfmt

Senator Wesely's amendment would elimnate the person who
wouldn't go into treatment because they coul dnt afford it.
That person would no | onger be disqualified: be
di squalifying these people sinply because they cannot afPord to
go into treatnent. You will discourage g erson who has a
probl em from com ng up and adm tting that progl em sayi ng, yes, |

want to gointo treatment. wthout Senator Wesely's anendment
that person won't cone forward because he will not or g will

not be able to afford to go into treatnent, th i1l hi
their problem possibly keep getting by, possisbciy jegovp\)nardi zlidrttag

other wo kers' safety. Senator Wesely's amendment il
encourage these people to come forward and seek treatnent
because they will know that they can get that treatnent.
Wanting treatment and not being able to "afford jt mahes a
di fference. If | want treatnent and can't pay for it ere' s
nothing | can do about it. If | admit ny problem, ||| be
di squalified for unenpl oyment and the gpiral conti nues downwar d.
NK probl_em wi || more than likely getworse. e can hopethat
they' II just pull themselves up by the bootstraps g s

golly, 1' ve had it, I'"m going to end this drug probYem but
that's not t hat eaS|Iy done, folks, and you al |l know that. So

wi t hout Senator Wesely's anendnment we are discrininating agai nst
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