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SENATOR MORRISSEY: No, but they get workmen's comp then.

SENATOR HEFNER: Ok ay . Maybe this should be covered i n
workmen's comp.

SENATOR MORRISSEY: Possibly maybe that we should do a study and

SENATOR HEFNER: Th a t is what I am re commending. I 'm
recommending a study on the Wesely amendment. Thank you,
Senator Morrissey. But never before in the history of Nebraska
have we allowed unemployment compensation benefits for sickness
and that's what this is, it's a sickness, drug use, alcoho l u se
or whatever you c all it. Also under the Wesely amendment we
would allow them to collect unemployment benefits pronto. They
wouldn't even have to wait the seven or ten weeks that we do on
some of the others. Under the Wesely amendment t hey w o u l d
receive unemployment benefits immediately, and I think that' s
wrong. Now Senator Coordsen has an amendment coming up a little
bit later I believe that would b e a l i t t l e be t t e r t han t he
Wesely amendment, but I believe, and in the definition of the
unemployment compensation laws it says, a worker sh a l l r e ce i ve
benef i t s wh e n he loses hi.s job through no fault of his own
actions. But I believe when t h e y ' r e und e r . . . when t h e y use
alcohol or drugs and come to work using them, I believe that is
under their own action, and so I w o u l d ur g e y ou to defeat the
Wesely amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Ch a mbers, p l e as e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
there was a poem that I'm sure all of us eithe r r ea d o r know
something about w here a n i ndi v i du a l on a ship killed the
a lbat ross , and t he a lbat ros s was hange d around t hat
person' s. . . hung ar o u nd that person's neck and they lost their
wind, they didn't have water to drink an d p r ob l em s developed
because som ebody had slain the albatross. Now this bill is
becoming like an albatross. It started out i n a v i ab l e
condition and its purpose was to benefit people who found it
necessary to be in a position to draw unemployment compensation.
The b i l l ha s now become an instrumentality t o pu n i sh si c k
people, to deny them benefits to which they would not be denied
without this bill. I had supported this b i l l , I ' ve supp o r te d
similar bills every time they have come before this Legislature.
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