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disqualification into LB 315, then the treatnent side, the back
side of t he equation ought to be just as nucton the forefront
with regardto this amendnent and with regard to requiring ipat
employers provide this to their enployees. That is clearly as
inportant. If we' re true, truIK honest about this jss itcp
regard to wanting to clean up the workplace, then we ougLH% ¥Vo o]
what needs to be done to et that acconplished and that is
provide treatnment for these workers. ﬁ‘nd ih"s onpe thing to, say
we' re going to toss you out, it's another thing to say, | ook,
honestly want to try to clean everything up and we' re going to
provide treatnent. We don't want to do that unless we adopt
Senator Wesel y's anendnent and fromlistening to the proponenPs
such as Senator Hefner who say that jf you provide treatnent
that encourages druguse, ny God, Senator Hefner, | don't know
where you picked that up but you're reading a different j5urpal
than | am because it is clearly not the case that somnething ilﬁl(e
this wouldencouragedrug use, apsolutely the opposite is true.
If you don't do this, what you' re going to do is you' re going to
push those people who currently are in the workplace using drugs
that nuch farther underground because the fear there i that
they' re going to | ose their unenpl oyment bene?lts snoul d t?wey be
found out . And i f we don't allow theman opportunity to seek
that treatnment, we don't allow themthe opportunity to get int

a program for recovery, they' re going to be pushed that nucﬁ
farther underground. That is not the way to deal with this
i ssue. Thank you, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Ashford.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ~ Thank you, Mr. Speaker and colleagues, when
I...this sumrer, this bill was, or this concept was presented to
me by nmenbers of the business community in Omaha and | remember
the conversation | had with these individuals and the concern

was, as it was preslented to me, was we have to find a way to
dis...these weren't businessnen necessarily, but thesewere
groups that represented businessnen, business people, 45pqg they
said to me, we' ve got to find a way to be able to deal with
these cases of enployees who are on drugs and we' ve got 5 pe

able to put some kind of a hammer over themto dissuade them

fromusing drugs, and would you support legislation ke that?
And | sai d, absolutely not unless there was some provision to
make sure that we were all in this together as we 4 in this

problem to nmake sure that if we were going to put a hammer over
their head, in essence, that we had, if that were the termthat
was going to be used, or the concept that was going (o pe put
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