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progr ans. I wderstand Senator Wsely' €oncern, certaij nly it
iIs a concern, but the bill as it is amended will put the
wor kpl ace in a better shape and the abuser of gypstances in a
better position to becone free of that substance than our
current system than our current systemwhich is either seven to

ten weeks disqualification or total disqualification, period,
irregardl ess of what they do. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you,M. President and nmenbers, just very
briefly, | risein suppor t of Senator Wesely's anendnent. What
he does is say that if we're going to inpose a sentence on these

i ndividual s once they have been found guilty of drug use in the
wor kpl ace, that sentence being that they have to at tend
treatnent which is fine and | applaud that, that there ought to
be treatment nade available to them and that isn't the case
right now. | happen to be fanmiliar with one treatment program
in Omha that has about a three month waiting list and it is the
only one that | know of that takes people at a reduced charge or
no charge in the metro area, andyoucan't get in, flat can' t
get in and they have a reduced price. Theyhappento be a
treatment programthat contracts with the State of Nebr aska.
Senator Wesely says, |ook, we' re going to do this, fine, we
ought to be honest about it and say that we don't want drugs in
the workplace, we want to make it available and we want the
enployers to say we' rewlling to do that, we're willing to

that for our employees. Because what you do if you have the
penalty there, you take away their unenpl oyment,

penalty there that says you are not golng to %e ellglﬁe }

t hose benefits unless you g0 to treatnent. You have no
treatnment available because (a) it's either not covered by
i nsurance or the enpl oyer says, no, we're not goingto r
it, you hanper, you di scourage t hose enpl oyees who recofgnl ze tch
fact that they have a drug problem fromever conming forward on
their own. They just say, no. | mean, there's no benefit in nme
doing this. | |ose out all the way ar ound. | just have to
continue to try to get through this on ny own or 1 run the risk
at sone point of being found out and then at that point, not
only am | out on the street without a _job, | don't have
unenpl oynent to tide nme over till I’ mable to find other one
and the |ast thing on their mnd is |ooking at t{he issue wth
regard to recovery and a treatment program gand that should pe
the first thing. It should be the first thing on everyone's
mind. If it's the first thing on our mind when o amend this
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