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down into the nud and thus, not help with the drug problem p,t
probably exaggerate the drug problem and nake itworse. Tpe
enpl oyee is thus out of any benefits and without noney to
support the spouse and the children and what will they do to

further their famly? They have very few choices. Senator
Chanbers mentioned, they  can turn to crime, turn to selling
drugs, it's Vv ey possible that jt will happen, but it s

something we must consider. po we, as a state, want to take
these enpl oyees that have a problemand further push t{hem down
into the mud by denying them benefits? Senat or Wesely's
amendnment will effectively neutralize the punitive aspect of
Senator Hefner's anmendnent and allow us to study it this year.
If, indeed, they are offered drug rehabilitation programs py
their enployer, then they can go and take those treatnents. I
they aren't and they can't afford it, we are di squal i fyi ng them
cutting off all access to funds and, thus, they go, the spiral
conti nues downward and that is not how we should be 54gressing
the drug and al cohol problem Aagain, | would remind you it's an
unenpl oyment conpensation increase we' re |ooking at . A big
change was tacked on by Senator Hefner. Nowwe have to decide,
do we want to do that without looking at it, without studying it
this year, or do we want to adopt Senator Wesely's amendment
that can help us out, unless we want to conpletely gut the

i mproper portions of the bill relating to drug testing. That
woul d be proper in my opinion, but if we don't do that,ye ve
donealot of work on that, let's adopt Senator Wesely's

amendnent and help to neutralize the bad aspects of the bill
that woul d punish people that are already down, that do pLgye a

sickness, a drug problem,and we can help those fol ks out and

help in a very progressive way to hel them go
treatment. |'d urge you to adopt genat or V‘éspel y's arr%ndntehnrtouagmi

urge you to, and the business.  ourselves in the Business and
Labor Conmittee to study this issue this sumer, g5nd ook at the

positive direction of helping these people that are in ¢trouble.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Coordsen, please.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, M. Speaker, nenbers of the body,
I"d like to back up just a'little bit and talk ,pout where we

are today in disqualification for unenploynent, s44q pear in mind

when we're talking about the useof drugs, i
di sagreenment on the floor of the body as to howalE)hgfjg;zlsqslt srgulcﬁ

use, those activities are j||egal. Now, under the qurehnt
wordi ng of statute relative to unenpl oynent conpensation and the
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