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SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...that if theenployer fires this individual

and doesn't want to have to pay unerTﬁI oyment benefits, there
ought to be also sone obligation on the part of the enployer to
have insurance, but if they don't have the insurance, all it
means is that that enployee is still going to get the benefits,
unenpl oyment benefits. And we tal k about a drug-free workpl ace,
a drug-free workplace is not free. It costs money. It will

cost money to rid ourselves oi drugs. |t will cost noney in a
lot of different ways and one of those ways is to try and
provide treatnment for these individuals with a problem I
sinply ambringing to you a serious concern about the gmendment
that was adopted on General File, what its inplications will be

inthe real world and I'd ask your consideration of this
amendnent to deal with that problem

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Morrissey, please,
foll owed by Senators Coordsen, Hall and Ashford.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY: Thank you, M. Speaker and nembers. genpator
Hefner convinced me that | gshould vote for Senat or Wesely's
amendnent . He said this would effectively gut the bill,ynich
it wouldn't do because, if you renmenber correctly, the pj) is
unenpl oynment conpensation. This amendment woul d neutralize the
punitive effects of Senator Hefner's amendment, the
disqualification for unenpl oynent benefits for drug testing. It
is a change in state policy as was Senator Hefner's amendnent.
Senator Hefner's anmendment was a big change in state policy. pe
did have a bill in commttee, but it didn't just slide out of
committee by any neans. |t had to scratch and claw its way out
of conmittee and the amendment was not exactly like the bill
that came out of committee, so we can't just take that word that
It Just came sliding out of commttee. There was a | ot of
di scussion over many days on that particular pjj that turned
into an anendment. But the basic question to me is what Senator
Crosby brought up, s this the right thing to do at this time

and do we need a study?l I Il agree a study woul d be good and by
adopting Senator Wesely's amendment you can neutralize the
effects of Senator Hefner's bill, the effects that it takes a

citizen that is down and has |ow self-esteem that has a dru
probl em and penalize them by disqualifying them for unenpl oynen
benefits, penalize them their spouse and their famly, penalize
the enployee, the spouse and their family, further push them
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