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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr . President andnenbers of the body, | rise
to oppose the Wesely anendment that's found on page 1222. This
is a new change in state policy. There hasn't been apublic
hearing on it, there was no bill introduced this year that |
know of on it, and it's a major change and do we Want to wite
new | egislation on the floor and what this does is basically
uts the bill. It basicall uts the bill.

'that was adopted and anended byyt r?e Coor dsen anl;k:]v(\j/nng]tanvljggrre?to
promote a drug-free workplace and we held a public hearing on
it. We got testimony fromthose that gsypported it and those
that opposed it and the committee did advance it out. of
comittee. But | think what we need to do and what my intentiaon
isto discouragedrug abuse, not encourage it. I think this
amendment would encourage jt., But we need tadi scourage the
abuse of drugs in the workpl ace. Weneed to work towards g
drug-free workplace,and |ike Senator Crosby said, we need nore
information on this, but we nust renmenber too that | nenpl oynen
conpensati on benefits goes to those who |lose their ]ngt R¥oug}1
no fault of their own, and I believe when a person g (rinking
or taking drugs, that is his own fault,gnd | realize that he
certainly .~cede hel p. But it appears to nme that this anendnent,
if sonmebody gets fired for drug abuse, they automatically begin
to receive unenployment penefits and | think that's wrong
because now under our statutes, if an enployee g fired, they
woul d be disqualified for a certain nunber of weeks and that" s
in the range of a seven to ten week i

bef or e, thgese empl oyees shoul d onl ydregtl:éi ve E%ef“ge\)/\htlen tsﬁédy
lose their job through no fault of their own. | concur that
this certainly needs nore study and | woul d encourage Senator
Wesely to introduce a study resolution on this and let the
Busi ness and Labor Comm ttee carry out this in-(?epth study on
this problem Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Let the record indicate that
Senator Schellpeper had some guests in our south bal cony, gjx

students from District 1 in Sc_huyler with their teacher.
Senator El ner, would you care to discuss the Wesely anendnenty

SENATOR ELNER: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, yes, | would, having
been a businessman for over 30 years and havi ng 20 to
30 enployees from tinme to time. It's  nice to think of an
enpl oyee-enpl oyer relationship as a family, like you'd bpe a
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