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will not get into adrug and al cohol problem |f they get into
a problem this Legislature ijs say|ng we want ‘you tg do
sonet hi ng about that problem we nt you to et into
treatnent. I thi nk we should al so be saylng to enpl oyers,ye
want you to do something about the problemtoo. s want ou to
have coverage or payfor the treatnment that these |n i vidual s
need so that they mght deal with their probl em be
just a one-sided solution to the problem and right nowtﬁls is a
very punitive bill in ny estimation without recognizing the cost

involved for the treatment. |f we don't provide to pay for that
cost, you aren't really solving the problem Egr the individual

out there who has lost their job, has a drug or al cohol problem
to tell themyou could get your benefits back if you go into a
drug and al cohol program and to not have the noney to do that is
of no consequence to them They may want to, the want
deal with their drug and al coho?l problem buf if %/hey don't have
the money to pay for it, how do they get into a progran? well,

t hey don' t, and so you haven' t really solved the problem

way you solve the problemis to take what you' ve got in place |n
this”legislation and then add my amendment. By adding the
amendment, you find the financing mechanism (o "help these
i ndividual s” deal wi th their alcohol and drug problemand to
solve that problem So, personally, | think it logically is the
next step forward to deal with this very jpportant problem of
drug and al cohol abuse in our work force, we want a drug free
work force and workpl ace, but we also have to recognize we can' t
]ust say no, we can't JuSt say you' re fired, we have to sa
we' re hére to hel p and we' ve got a programto do somethi ng abou
it. You' ve got to take that next step. This bill doesn't do it
at this point, but this amendnent would and |'d ask your support
for the amendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank Di scussion o the el
anendnment, Senat or Coordsen, ¥0I [ owed by Senators erosBy, \Iggfsnely
and Elmer.

SENATOR COCRDSEN: Thank you, M. Speaker, members of the bod
reluctantly, | think |I nustrise to oppose the adoption of t¥1e
Wesel y anmendnent, not that he doesn't ralse a valid concern with
hi s amendment as to who pays for the program Basi cal | t wo
reasons that | object, one of which is a very great reluctance
on my part to amend labor |aw on the floor wit¥10ut quite 5 ot
of effort to make sure that we conply not only with state | aw,
but with the federal conpliance regulations. This anendnent may
do that, may be in conpliance, there again, it my ot This
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