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General's Opinion, correct that they can do this, if they would
e lect t o do so . But I .just want to make it clear that you were
right, they could elect to go through the process of contracting
to get this same service, but they would be paying a part of it.
The seniors themselves would be assisting and p a y ing fo r t he
service s t hey ' d be receiving, i nstead of just giving
this...having this handed to them. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . There are no other lights on. Senator
Abboud, do you wish to have this your closing,o r di d y o u w i s h
your own time before closing?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. P re s id en t , I hav e a couple of comments,
first. The...this particular situation, because it affected the
cities, and I think a large majority of the cities actually are
currently providing some sort of funding, whether it be a lunch
program, whether it be a shuttle bus service, whether it be some
sort of funding, giving money to a senior citizens group for
Christmas, supplying copying machines for a group, these are all
a part of providing services to the elderly. Now, ther e i s no
doubt that a ci ty, they are like any other body. They are
looking to keep their budgets tight, a nd any p l ace t hey can l o o k
where they can get another organization to provide funding, they
surely will do that. This is a good bill, and I think that it' s
a bill that will find a home someplace. There were a n umber of
bills dealing with this particular subject matter earlier. A
lot of them were on consent. There is not a lot of homes for it
right now. Senator Nelson agreed to allow this amendment to be
added. And at the time I was going to add it on Select File,
but we were waiting for that AG Opinion , wh i c h t her e was n o
doubt in my mind it was constitutional, but we waited, it came
b ack around on F i na l R eadi ng . I t l o o ked l i k e a n i ce l i t t l e b i l l
that was noncontroversial. I remember last year I h ad a b i l l
dealing with sudden infant death syndrome, and Senator Hartnett
was nice enough to let me attach that particular amendment to
h is b i l l d ea l i n g w i t h f ost e r c a re r ev i e w , w hich subsequent l y w a s
v etoed . So I (laugh) always trying to find these bills that
appear noncont rover s i a l . This b i l l l ook ed n oncontrove r s i a l
until this round of debate. And it's not my intention in any
way to muddy the water. Senator Ne l son has a very goo d b i l l
here. The amendment added by Senator Landis strengthened the
bill to make it even better. And, if there is any hint thatt hi s b i l l cou l d be s t r u c k do wn beca u se of this particular
amendment, I would not like to see that happen. So at this
particular time, Nr. President, I would like to withdraw this
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