March 19, 1990

based strictly upon the fact that we now have 8 nmenbers of the
I'l menbers of the Ethanol Authority who have |ess thanone
year's experience. But these nembers are being required to vote
upon the expenditure or the adm nistration, at | east, of
$18 milli on. That money is a consi derabl e source of
encour agenent for the devel opnent of {he et hanol i ndustry in
this state, if it is handled right. |t jg taxpayer noney. |
want to enphasize that very heavily, and | am most concerned
that those taxpayer dollars be spent wisely. | promise and |
ledge that |'ll work very closely with the FEthanol Authority,
ut | just want to point out that it is possible for that noney
not to be spent wisely, not because of any intent gf any
mal f easance or m sfeasance, but sinply because of Iack of

experience. | recognire that we do pot have the ri r
should we, to tell the Governor who the appointees shoul cp% .
The Governor has chosen very fine i ndi vi dual s. Mv onl

question, my only hesitation in voting for the support ofythege
three individuals is because that places the preponderance of
menbers of the authority with very littleexperience. pguithe
committee voted that they be recommended to you for approval,
and on the basis of personal qualifications, | cannot argue with
that. I will not vote on this appointnment, but | recommend that
we now vote for themand that there be a record vote.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Rod Johnson, please.

SENATOR R.  JOHNSON: M . President, menbers, | think Senator
Schmit has covered nmost of the concerns that he pas about the
Et hanol Authority. | guess the suggestion that | would nake is
while we're concerned about the authority and its role and
m ssion, | guess these people that we are about to confirmg,
hopefully wi Il confirm should not be the focus of a concern e
have with the authority itself. It's much like the M. Thorson
appoi ntnent. We had great concerns with the conpact and nmany of
the problems the compact has provided to Nebraska. But
M. Thorson proved to be a qualified individual to represent us.

Well, 1 think the sane situation applies here. \ehave four

individuals all conming fromdifferent walks of life who are
interested in the welfare, and| thinkin the well-beingof the
ethanol industry. And | thi nk that hav e the
qual i fications, hopefully, to wisely spend the m)n%y we
want to make significant alterations in the Ethanol %\uthorlty,
itself, then we should attack that problem at that source,

rather than taking it out on these people. As | told a reporter
earlier that these appointnments seemto be the Ilghtenl ng rod of
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