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amendment, and we need this amendment right now to enable us to
frankly save a l ot of towns in the kind of area that I
represent. So I would oppose the Hall amendment and ask'you to
d o t he sam e an d suggest to Senator Hall that he should raise
this concern on the enabling legislation. Thank you .

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . S enator Hefner , p l eas e , f ol l owed by
Senator Ko r s h o j . I don't see Senator Hefner. S enator K o r s h o j .
Okay, Senator Landis, please, on LR 11CA.

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislature, I
had a c hance to talk to one of the lobbyists on this issue and
had a chance to overlook their list of votes and it looked very,
very long. They have worked hard on this and it looks like they
have the votes to pass it. So thi s may b e a futile exercise.
I 'm g o in g to vote for the Hall amendment and then I'm going to
vote against the bill. D on't k now i f y o u h a v e ever l ook e d at
our t ax cod e or n ot . There are several pages of exemptions in
our sales tax code in particular. And they start off with some
bigger issues and then they get smaller and smaller and smaller
and smaller and smaller at the end, and, as y ou l ook at the
whole list, it's an overwhelming list of exemptions to our sales
tax. Eve r y no w a nd t h e n s o mebody says , why don't we just repeal
them all? And we find that once h aving passed t h e s e t a x
credits, these exemptions, if you will, we can't get them off
the books. I have heard my colleagues say, go sh , I wi sh I c ou l d
g o b a c k t o t h e d ay when we first passed this and not have
created the list to begin with, not to have started the first
pebble falling down the side of the mountain, because now we are
u nder an av al an c h e of exemptions which total a great deal of
money and yet because each of them have a definite rationale and
a definite constituency we can't undo them. But c u mu l a t iv e l y ,
t aken t og et h e r , they are a great weight,a grea t b ur d e n a n d
provide a substantial shifting, if you will, in tax obligations.
That's the way I feel about LR 11. I t h i n k L R 1 1 i s t h at p i ec e
at the top of the mountain which when it begins to fall on this
quiet March 16th in the afternoon day, w hen most of t h e
commitments have already been made to support the bill, we won' t
r ecognize t ha t what we' re putting into action is that first
piece which will one day be an avalanche of money diverted f rom
property taxes to compete with other Nebraska towns against each
other to entice businesses t o mak e d ecis i on s t he y would
have...perhaps they would have already made, but simply a t t h e
e xpense o f t he t ax b as e . And nobody will be able to go back to
this day, March 16th, and say, stop, because all of t he t hi ng s
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