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understanding, is totally within the scope of what is allowed by

both the Constitution and the statutes. \Wth that, | woul d urge

the adoption of the anmendnent because | do not feel that it is

aﬁproprl ate for the city, or basically any government, (o |evy

these types of property taxes or sales taxes, to then be used to

purchase property that is to entice businesses into their area
and to make the argument that Senator Scofield did, that there

will ~ be competition js | think a good argunent because the
competition wil |l be there. The conpetition does neither go

away, what you do whenyou adopt 11CAis.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR HALL: ...%/ou intensify that conpetition. You,

basi cal ly, support that conpetition. You put it into the
Constitutxon and say that we will ingrain that conpetition
anmongst communities into our Constitution of this state. |

don't’ think that is a properuse of tax dollars. Qpeof the
things that the Omaha Devel opnment Foundation invested in a
little thing on the corner of 16th and Dougl as cal |l ed ParkFair.

ParkFair was a building, a commercial building, that was
supposed to be the cornerstone, the redevelopnent of the
16th Street corridor, which as many of youknow, ysedto be the
hot spot on Saturdays for all theshoppi ng and | can renenber

wal king to a library on Saturday mornings, andthere had to be
ten shoe stores along 16th Street between St. Nary's and Dodge
Street. Well, there was a real transition in the downtown area.

They had to bring some things back and that was one of the
reasons the Devel opment Foundati on.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR HALL: ...was established back in 1980. ||, Omaha's
ParkFair ~was supposed to be the cornerstone  of that
redevelopment. ParkFai r, since it has been established, has

remai ned at | east 30 percent enpty and soneti nmes.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATORHALL: .. .nuch more than that. |t js one of the thjngs
that can happen when you do allow tax dollars to be used for
these kinds of purposes. Basically, |adies and gentlenen, it is
a ganbl e, and depending on who is doing the ganbling, it nmay pay
off, and it may not. ParkFai rhas not paid off. ParkFair i
I

. s
one of those things that we don't talk a | ot aboutanynore iIn
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