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building, but that building is also being financed through t ax
increment financing by the city, and if Warren Oil is going to
go away at their location at 13th a n d Lea venworth, they ar e
g oing t o be t o m dow n . Leavenworth Street is going to then
become a through street to 8th Street, which is the gates of the
ConAgra p roject . Now I don't have any problem with that. I
think that is probably a fine thing for the city to do, but they
a re cur r e n t l y usi n g taxpayers ' m o ne y t hr o u gh s treet bon d
proposals that have been endorsed by the v oters a n d t hey are
using that to do exactly what I think Senator Scofield rightly
says needs to be done in some of the smaller communities, and
that is why my amendment does not attack the integrity of the
proposal that she emphasizes and did emphasize in front of t he
committee last year with the introduction of LR ll, a nd then t h e
accompanying bill in LB 1229, not only over the summer, through
interim studies with Urban Affairs Committee, but before the
committee this year when it was introduced. What I deal with is
the amount of money that we arecurrently spending in the City
of Omaha in this way. M aybe we are be i n g unconstitutional in
our app r o ach. Maybe what we are doing is totally without any
statutory or constitutional merit, but I don't think so, because
if it was, I doubt that the city would be doing i t . I doubt
that Douglas County would dump a matching $11.5 mi l l i o n i nt o
that same Riverfront Project. I am not opposed t o t he
Riverfront Project. What I am saying is is that that single
project alone in the last year, about 18 months, h as. . .we hav e
been able to r aise through basically a quasi city entity, the
Development Foundation, Omaha Development Foundation, t he Ci t y
of Omaha and Douglas County, ne a r l y $85 mil l i o n f or th i s
purpose, a nd we hav e done it w ithout the constitutional
authority that Senator Scofield would allow for other parts of
the state. All I do is strike out cities of the metropolitan
c lass t hr o ugh my amendment so t hat we can go on doing our
business wi thout v er y l i ke l y , I me a n t h e pos s i b i l i t y i s t her e
that one could say if the argument were to be made that we would
now b e l i mi t ed t o t he $3 million cap that the accompanying
LB 1229 would put into place. I know we don't want to do t hat
in the C ity of Omaha,and I am sure that we can continue to do
what we are presently doing, and that is bringing t hese p e opl e
in, using the foundation to buy, then the city condemn, the
foundation tear down, and then turn over to the city , deed t o
the city, give title to the city these properties that then can
be f i n a nced t hr ough tax i ncrement fi nancing f or t hese
b usinesses, thes e companies that have been brought in and put
into business in Omaha through a method that currently, from r . •
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