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you like to close' ?

committee amendments.

opposed nay . Pl ea s e r ec o r d .

everything, but it is better than nothing. S o that i s w h y w e
d id i t . Th an k yo u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any ot h er d i scu s s i o n '? Senator Beyer, w o u l d

SENATOR BEYER: Thank you, Mr. President. Just to urge that we
adopt the amendment and then proceed to the bill. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The question is the adoption of
the committee amendments to LB 958. All in fa vor v ote aye ,

CLERK: 26 aye s , 0 nays, M r. Pr e s i d e n t , on adoption of the

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are adopted. Before
r ecogniz in g Sen a t o r Ashford to open on the bill, the Chair is
pleased to note that we have some special guests in ou r sou t h
b alcony r ep r e s en t i n g all members of this Legislature. We have
visiting with us 25 freshmen students at Creighton University
from Sa itama, Japan, with their te achers from Creighton
University and also their teachers from Japan, a nd t he i r
cultural coordinator. Would you people please stand and be
recognized by the Nebraska Legislature. Thank you . W e a r e ve r y
pleased to have you visiting with us today. A lso, Senato r L y n c h
h as some guests under ou r n o r t h b alcony , Ma r i a n n e Lynch, h i s
daughter, and friends, Mary Schutt, and Dave Stewart. Would you
p lease st a n d a n d b e r e c o gn i z ed . Thank you. And welcome to the
Unicameral. S enator Ashford, would you c a r e t o op en on t h e

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Mr . S p eaker an d c o l l e a g ues . I am
going to defer to Senator Beck for most of the introduction of
this bill. She has done a considerable amount of work on it and
has made it her priority. For that I am very much appreciative.
Just so me b a s i c b a c k g r ound, or a little background on the bill,
this concept was brought to me by Diane Wolf of the Safety and
Health Council, Greater Omaha, in the fall of last year, and she
has done yeoman work in putting together a coalition in support
o f LB 9 58 , w h i c h i s really phenomenal and very impressive. It
includes most of the major health i nsurance com pan i e s in
Nebraska, the education groups, the medical groups, all of the
medica l g r oup s in the s tate, the Bar Ass o c i a t i on , many
businesses in Omaha and across the state, and it is really an
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