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c ontinues t o hav e in it the educational component which is I
believe a very significant part of the bill. So with t h a t , I
would urge the adoption of the committee amendments. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r La b e dz . Thank you . Sen at o r Crosby,
would you care to discuss the amendments'?

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you , Mr . S p e a ke r , and members. Ye s , I
guess since the rest of you who originated it and whose bill i t
is are supporting the amendments, I will support the amendments,
but I am really saddened that they lowered the age to five years
old. I ca nnot understand why it is that people do not want to
protect their children. I am one of these people that I cannot
drive dow n t he street without my seat belt on, and I make
everybody in my car put their seat belts on. If they don't want
that, then they can just get out and walk because I am not going
to d r i v e w i t h p e o p l e si t t i ng t he r e not p r ot ec t e d . Th e baby
seats and so on have proven so effective from the very beginning
and t h i s d oes b ot h er me that we cannot educate the public to
protect their children. I ittle ones over five years o ld n ee d
that protection, too, and when I see people going around with
their little ones in the back of a pickup, I shudder and f a i n t
b ecause I h ave s een a n d r e a d a b ou t a c c i d e n t s . Y ou know t h a t
they get thrown out, even adults get thrown out of the back of a
pickup, and I am sure if you had worked in an emergency room or
with safety...in a sa fety cap acity as a p o l i ce man o r
someone...anyone who goes to the accident scenes, they can t e l l
you how much difference the seat belts and the restraints make.
And little children cannot protect themselves. So, as I sa y , a s
long as Senator Ashford and Senator Beck are going t o su p p o r t
this amendment, I w il l , t o o , b ut I st i l l f e e l t h at one w a y o r
another we must educate people to, even though t h e r e i s n o law,
to make their children put on the seat belts. Thank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Sen at o r Schel lpeper , o n t h e

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you, Mr . S p e a ker , and members . I
just want to make a couple of comments for Senator Crosby. We
debated this bill in the Transportation Committee and we held it
there for awhile. There wasn't enough votes to move it. I t was
finally my motion that we lower it to five and then it moved
o ut, Se n a to r Cr o s b y . And so rather than lose everything, we
thought that five is better than nothing, so tha t i s w h y w e h a ve
i t a t f i v e , an d I t h i nk i t i s , like you say, it isn ' t
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