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personally, I don't really care if 1141 passes or not,,myself .
I know Senator Withem and Senator Warner would like to see it
passed into law. I don't really care t hat m uc h o ne way or
another, because in my view if it would be passed by the voters,
that w o u l d b e L R 239CA. If it would be approved by the voters,
then the Legislature would come back and I am sure you and I and
other people would now look very seriously of what we d id pass
if 1141 passes and say, is this what we want, a nd we would t h e n
be going back and making changes in regards to a bill that would
change the statute that was passed. Or the Legislature wouldc ome back , i f we d on' t p asa 1 141, a n d s a y t h e p e o p l e h a v e
spoken, we had a s y s t e m, such as 1141 , I a m su r e S e n a to r Withem
and other people would say, here is the bill that we a re go i ng
to introduce now that will enact what LR 239CA would have done,
since the voters have approved it,and we wi l l ha v e a d vanced a
r eason t o c h a ng e t h at as we l l . The on l y time that we' d
pass...if this would pass before us now, the 1141, the only way
that it would be binding on a future legislature is if LR 239CA
would pass the public,and the Legislature next year would say
we don't want to make any changes to 1141. We are no t c o n c e r n ed
with that. We will allow that statute to remain in place. Then
we would, in fact, have bound another Legislature as we do with
all statutes that we pass if that body does not want to make a
change. And that is virtually how I view that. I t h i n k we ar e
better off having discussion and the people aware of 114 1 , a t
least in its conceptual form, r ather t h a n hav i ng L R 239CA o u t
there, if it d oes get out there,without any idea of what it
would l o o k l i ke , a n d I t hi nk t h i s is the better of t he t wo
alternatives. And , Nr. Speaker, h ow much time do I have
r emaining .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T w o m i n u t e s .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That is incredible. Senator Withem,
d o you . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Senator Haberman does raise an interesting
point of can we bind future legislatures. Obviously, the answer
i s n o . Th e way the bill is wr itten, however, it becomes
operat i v e on Ju l y 1 , 1991, if a co nstitutional amendment
authorizing such legislation is adopted. So it will go into the
statute books. Whether we have the power to do that is the
question we are investigating, and I noticed the staff people,
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