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Governor...originally we said the Governor or t he Gover n o r ' s
designee, we change that to say the Governor. The Governor will
be sitting there. The Commissioner of Education will be sitting
there. Two members of the legislature will be sitting there.
They wil l b e i nvo l v e d . I t h i n k t hi s, put t i ng t he G o v e r n or ,
giving the Go vernor the appointments might strengthen t he
Governor's h and, and I think we need to do that in the area of
higher education, and I am not being critical of any particular
Governor. I think as long as I have observed the l egislative
process, the administrative process, higher education policy
making, the Governor really has not taken a s t r o ng l e ade r s h i p
r ole i n t he ar ea of higher education. Bob Kerrey b r ought
forward some recommendations from the Strauss Commission that
d id not advan ce , br ou g ht t hrough s o me bu d get a r y sort of
recommendations. They didn' t a d v ance . Governor Orr ha s b r o u ght
f orward t he r esea r c h initiative and some faculty salary
initiatives, but those are largely budgetary as opposed to major
sort o f c h a nges. So it may be good to strengthen the Governor' s
hand. Se condly, it might end the parochialism that could exist
under this board if each board appointed their own people. Then
they'd go to this commission arguing for their own t u r f . So
those are things that appeal to me. Things that take away from
it, though, is it may take away the input that the institution
itself might feel that it should have, if their representatives
aren't their own necessarily. There also is a possibility that
t he G o v ernor wo u l d choose people that are really out of "ync
with the rest of the board, and I think it is n o sec r et t o
anybody t h at has followed the current Board of Regents that
there is a split, and it is important, I think, that that Board
of Regents would be able to choose their representatives and the
r epresent a t i v e s would be supportive of the majority view on the
Board o f Re g e n t s . There would b e a pos s i b i l i t y i f t he Governor
would choo s e t hem that they wouldn't be. So I think at this
point I am not going to vote for the amendment, but I might b e
convinced if it deepen't get adopted now and it gets brought up
at a later time that I might be supportive of it. As fa r as t h e
independents' involvement in t hi s p r oc es s , I think all t h e
c onsul t a n t s and the people who are on the commission felt that
you could not coherently plan for the education of young people
in our state, in o ur h i gh er ed sy s t em , o r even mi d d l e - a g e d
people in our higher ed system without taking into account t he
fact t' at an independent sector does exist. Now we are n o t
p utt in g ' . ' - .m in th e level wher e t her e i s p o we r t o enf or ce
decisions. .-.ecause we can't do that, though I think when we are
in the pi~=ess of strategic planning and d eciding h ow can we

11271


