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As far as any detailed explanation of what the bill does, |
woul d defer that on over to Senator Warner where he can be as
detailed or as general as he may choose to be. If vou would

like to wuse some nore of the opening tine, SenatoryV\arner, I
woul d be happy to give that to you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr . President and nenbers of the Legislature,
Senator Wt hem has indicated very clearly the uni queness of the
proposal here in trying to give some structure ast o how a
constitutional anmendment woul d be inplenented in oraer to reduce
the number of questions that people may have in their minds.
Most of the discussion that | have. " we all have participated in
in recent nonths since the report was conpleted has gggt with
sone aspect of the nmakeup of what is suggested. \wWhat seems to
me has been significantly lacking fromthe discussion Is at Is
it we want to have happen in postsecondary education in Nebraska

inthe longrange of things? \weshould ask ourselves who now,
as did the consultants, who now brings the |arger picture of
postsecondary education in Nebraska into focus? e nave several
entities, all with their respective responsibilities put no
vehicle whatsoever, ng vehicle whatsoever to coordinate and to
| ook at all of postsecondary education, other than

; . the
Legislature . Back in 1978, | thought that was all that was
needed, personally. | was involved in another study and from

that study the current role and mission was established and
essentially it was assumed that effective coordination could (g

done as part of the budget process. | was told then that that
would not work. All of us were told then tnat that _probabl
woul d not wor k. Well, it hasn't worked baély u P has no
worked well . And what we all knpnowis that the demands on
postsecondary education are going to expand tremendously nore
t han what they have been in recent years. We all know the
pending | egislation that is introduced just this session alone
can have and will have tremendous inpact as to what gqucational
opportunit ies will exist, how efficient they will operate, how

effective they can pe, what kind of access that m ght be
provided and there's just a whole series of those kinds of
questions which we attenpt to address one bill at a tine. What
this state sorely needs and what we do not have is a del egated
body, in this case the constitutional apendment authorizes,

group of i ndividuals to be called aBoard of Regents who hav
the responsibility of programmng, program approval, budget

submission  and, nmost importantly, long range planning for
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